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CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF TFC
Turkey Farmers of Canada host landmark 40th anniversary event in Ottawa

O

n February 14, 1974, the Canadian
Parliament proclaimed the Canadian
Turkey Marketing Agency (c.o.b.
Turkey Farmers of Canada) into being. Since
then, TFC members have worked to ensure
that the objectives of the Agency (Section
21 of the Farm Products Agencies Act) have
been achieved, in order to create a strong and
dynamic turkey industry in Canada.
To mark this milestone in the Agency’s
history, TFC hosted a 40th anniversary
luncheon on March 20, 2014 at the Fairmont
Château Laurier Hotel in Ottawa. Board
members, industry affiliates, and Agency staff
were joined at the luncheon by a number of
honoured guests, including past Chairs Ken
Crawford (1978); Carol Teichrob (1979); Eike
Futter (1980-81); Heiko Oegema (1982);
Adrian de Graaf (1991-92); Bob Friesen
(1993-96); John Stolp (1997-98); Darrell
Reddekopp (1999-2000), Richard Ruchkall
(2000-02); and, Brent Montgomery (200307). Former provincial Board Managers Colyn

Past TFC Chairs pose with current Chair, Mark Davies. (L to R) Brent Montgomery, Mark Davies, Eike Futter,
Ken Crawford, Richard Ruchkall, Carol Teichrob, Darrell Reddekopp, Bob Friesen, Heiko Oegema, John Stolp
and Adrian de Graaf.

Welsh (BC), JoAnne Crane (ON) and Sheila
Perry (MB) also attended the luncheon.
Past Agency Chairs Bill Chrismas (198385), Lorne Bustin (1990) and Art Roder

“As our consumers have changed, and as our
industry has changed, I believe we have not only
kept pace, but shown leadership when needed
— in our own way, and within our own culture.”
Mark Davies, Chair

(1986-89), were unable to attend the event,
but were recognized in remarks by current
Chair, Mark Davies. Former Chairs John
Tanchak (1974), Murray Brown (1975),
Eugene Mailloux (1976), Cornelius Riediger
(1977) and Walter Nickel (2002) were also
recognized posthumously in the Chair’s
remarks.
The landmark TFC 40th anniversary
event provided those in attendance with the
opportunity to reflect on the history of the
Agency and to honour the many people whose
contributions have helped to make TFC a
strong and effective organization.

Annual Poultry
Reception
Turkey Farmers of Canada (TFC), Chicken
Farmers of Canada (CFC), Egg Farmers of
Canada (EFC) and the Canadian Hatching
Egg Producers (CHEP) hosted a joint
reception on the evening of March 19,
2014, at the Fairmont Château Laurier
Hotel in Ottawa.
The annual poultry reception provides an
opportunity for Directors and staff from
the four ‘feather’ agencies to interact with
representatives from the other groups, as
well as with invited Ottawa-based guests.

TFC Presented
with TFO
‘Award of
Distinction’

TFC 40th Annual & 238th Meeting
TFC held their 40th Annual Meeting on March 20, 2014, in conjunction with the Agency’s
238th Meeting at the Fairmont Château Laurier Hotel on March 19-20th.

40th Annual Meeting

The 40th Annual Meeting of TFC members opened with an address by Chair Mark Davies,
who presented the Agency’s 40th Annual Report and welcomed past Agency Chairs to the
meeting. Pointing out how the Agency has advanced over 40 years, Davies praised supply
management and the collective ability of TFC members to adapt and respond to changes
in the marketplace, enabling the Canadian turkey industry to provide consumers with safe,
high-quality Canadian turkey products, and fostering an environment in which farmers and
partners of both sides of the farm gate can operate profitably in the short and longer term.
Laurent Pellerin, Chair of the Farm Products Council of Canada (FPCC), also addressed the
40th Annual Meeting and congratulated TFC on its milestone anniversary. Updating members
on the Council’s recent activity and priorities for the year ahead, Pellerin underscored FPCC’s
supervisory role and commitment to working with national agencies to improve and strengthen
the Canadian turkey industry.
In closing, a review of the Auditor’s Report and Year-End Financial Statements was led by
TFC Finance Administrator, Mabel Seto, and Colleen Gallagher of RLB Chartered Accountants.

238th Meeting

The 238th Meeting opened with a report from the TFC Executive Committee, whose members
reported attending a number of events on behalf of the Board in the months following the
237th Meeting in November. Ongoing priorities for the Executive Committee include the
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and WTO negotiations, as well as the Agency’s own domestic
public and government relations strategies in the context of these negotiations and within the
current political environment.
Turkey Farmers of Canada has been
A detailed Turkey Market Review (TMR) indicated that Canadian turkey supply and
honoured with the presentation of the
demand is in relative equilibrium as the industry enters the new marketing period. Domestic
Turkey Farmers of Ontario’s (TFO) 2013
disappearance of breast meat is anticipated to rise 4.1% in the 2013/14 control period (over
‘Award of Distinction’, in recognition
2012/13), while whole bird disappearance is expected to remain relatively consistent with
of the Agency’s 40 years of successful
previous years, at an estimated 73.1 Mkg. May 1, 2014 stocks are expected to decline by close
achievements in the turkey industry. This
to 1.0 Mkg, or 3.8%, from May 2013.
is the fifth award presented by the TFO.
Following the TMR and a report from the Turkey Market Advisory Committee (TMAC),
meeting discussions centred primarily on allocation, with members opting to maintain the
TFC Chair, Mark Davies, was at the TFO
whole bird target volume of 72 Mkg for the 2014/15 control period, as established at the
Annual Meeting on March 5, 2014, to
Agency’s 237th Meeting. This number will be re-assessed in May, with necessary adjustments
accept the award on behalf of all of those
made in June 2014.
who have made a contribution to TFC
As a result of discussions held at the Directors’ Business Planning Sessions in 2013, Directors
over the past 40 years.
approved new Terms of Reference for TMAC, which will see the structure of the Committee
amended to include staff members appointed by the Canadian Poultry and Egg Processors
The award will be on display at the TFC
Council (CPEPC), the Further Poultry Processors Association of Canada (FPPAC), and TFC.
office in Mississauga, Ontario.
An independent third-party analyst will round out the revised Committee. The new Terms
of Reference and TMAC structure will come into force for the 239th
Meeting in June.
Other business included the approval of TFC’s 2015/16 Commercial
Allocation Process Timetable, which sets deadlines for further processing
requests. The Board also established the national lease rate for the
upcoming 2014/15 control period, as per the Interprovincial Leasing
of Quota Guidelines. The rate was set slightly higher than the 2013/14
rate at 23 cents per kg live, plus the published provincial board levy,
due to a small estimated increase in property taxes and insurance, and
depreciation.
Board members also heard reports on a number of on-farm programs,
research and regulatory matters, as well as updates on the Agency’s
ongoing communications and management initiatives.
TFC Chair, Mark Davies accepts the TFO award from TFO Chair, Ingrid
The meeting closed with an invitation from the Turkey Farmers of
DeVisser (l) and Vice-Chair, Bill Mailloux (r).
New Brunswick, who will host TFC’s June meeting in Fredericton.
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TFC Executive & Board of Directors
Following the Agency’s 40th Annual Meeting and Election of Officers on March 20, 2014, Turkey Farmers of Canada is pleased to
announce the 2014 TFC Executive Committee and Board of Directors.

2014 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Bill Mailloux, Vice C hair

Mark Davies, Chair
Mark Davies of Centreville, Nova Scotia
returns for his eighth consecutive term as
TFC Chair.

Bill Mailloux of Amherstburg, Ontario
returns for his fifth consecutive term as
Vice Chair.

Shawn Heppell, Executive Member
Shawn Heppell of Abbotsford, British
Columbia joins the Committee as
Executive Member.

2014 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Shawn Heppell, BC
Darren Ference, AB
Jelmer Wiersma, SK

Rachelle Brown, MB
Bill Mailloux, ON
Calvin McBain, QC

Bertin Cyr, NB
Mark Davies, NS

Doug Hart, CPEPC
Michel Pépin, CPEPC
Keith Hehn, FPPAC

Moving On
TFC recognized the contributions of three departing Board members at the Agency’s 238th Meeting. Each former Director was presented with a
token of appreciation on behalf of the Agency for their dedication and work in support of the Canadian turkey industry.
Wayne Goodsman

Wayne Kroeker

Wayne stepped down from the TFC Board of Directors in March 2014
after serving for more than 12 years as the Director for the Turkey
Farmers of Saskatchewan (TFS). Wayne was a member of the TFC
Executive Committee in 2011, 2012 and 2013, and was also active on a
number of other Agency committees over the years.

Former TFC Vice Chair,
Wayne Kroeker, also
stepped down from
the Board in March
2014. Wayne began as
the Alternate Director
for the Manitoba Turkey Producers (MTP) in
2001, before being appointed Director the
following year. He joined the TFC Executive
Committee in 2003, and eventually served
as Vice Chair from 2007 to 2009. In addition
to other activities, Wayne also served as
TFC’s representative to the National Farm
Animal Care Council (NFACC) from 2007-2008
and, between 2004 and 2014, acted as the
TFC Director to the Canadian Federation
of Agriculture (CFA), where he sat on that
organization’s Executive Committee as well.

Roelof Meijer
Roelof leaves the TFC Board after more than eight years
representing the Alberta Turkey Producers (ATP). He began as an
Alternate Director in 2006, before serving as ATP Director from
2007-2013. He has been an active member of the TFC Research
Committee and, in 2009, was named as TFC’s representative to the
Canadian Poultry Research Council (CPRC), where he was elected
Chair in 2013 and 2014.

These producers have each shown great dedication to the Canadian turkey industry through their contributions to TFC and will be missed on the TFC Board!
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Upcoming
Events
QQ April 7-8, 2014
North American Continental
Dialogue on Family Farming
Quebec City, Quebec
wfo-oma.com/world-events-2/north-americancontinental-dialogue-on-family-farming

QQ April 9-10, 2014
London Poultry Show
London, Ontario
westernfairdistrict.com

QQ May 5-6, 2014
Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) Forum
Paris, France
oecd.org/forum

QQ May 5-9, 2014
Hunger Awareness Week
hungerawarenessweek.ca

QQ June 18-20, 2014
Canada’s Farm Progress Show
Regina, Saskatchewan
myfarmshow.com

QQ June 22-27, 2014
6th World Congress on
Conservation Agriculture
Winnipeg, Manitoba
ctic.org/WCCA

Trade Update
World Trade
Organization (WTO)
On December 7, 2013, more than 12 years
after the launch of the Doha Development
Agenda (DDA), WTO members managed to
reach consensus on a small package of trade
concessions at the 9th Ministerial Conference
(MC9) in Bali, Indonesia.
Hailed as an historic achievement, the
‘Bali Package’, as it has come to be known, is
composed of a series of decisions pertaining
to trade facilitation, as well as issues related
to agriculture and development, primarily
targeting least-developed countries (LDC).
The agreement’s true significance, however,
lies in the injection of momentum it is
expected to bring to the remaining issues of the
stalled Doha Round. Seen as a reaffirmation
of members’ commitment to the WTO and
to the completion of the Doha Agenda, many
believe that the adoption of the package in Bali
will help bring the WTO back on track, and
back onto the global trading radar.
In that sense, 2014 will be a pivotal year
for the WTO.
Members are now focused on implementing
the results achieved in Bali and defining the
next steps of the DDA work plan — both
complex objectives. Chief among the decisions
to be made will be whether or not to tackle
the DDA as a whole, as opposed to breaking
it down into specific areas of negotiation,
and what weight to place on the latest draft
agricultural modalities text (2008) given
recent developments and trends in the global
economy.
As of mid-March 2014, WTO members
seemed to be leaning toward taking on the
toughest issues of the DDA simultaneously,
with no area discussed in isolation from the
rest. The need to avoid any sequencing in the
negotiations has been particularly highlighted
when tackling elements of the “tripod” –
agriculture, industrial products (NAMA) and
services.

Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP)
Despite the initial 2013 deadline
envisioned by leaders, Trade Ministers and
Chief Negotiators from the 12 Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) countries (Australia, Brunei
Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia,
Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore,
United States, and Vietnam) have failed to
conclude negotiations to-date.
This comes as little surprise to most
observers, given the number of significant gaps
remaining in several areas of the negotiation
(i.e., intellectual property (IP), state-owned
enterprises (SOEs) and market access). The
group, nevertheless, claims to have made
“substantial progress toward completing the
agreement” following Ministerial gatherings
held December 7-10, 2013 and February 2225, 2014 in Singapore.
TPP operates as a single undertaking,
meaning nothing is agreed to until everything
is agreed to.
Significant progress had been made on the
SPS (Sanitary and Phytosanitary measures)
chapter, the TBT (technical barriers to trade)
chapter, and the labour chapter, as well as
on issues related to small and medium-sized
enterprises.
It has been reported that the talks will move
more rapidly toward a conclusion once the
U.S. and Japan resolve their issues, particularly
in the areas of market access for agricultural
products and autos. Although not a lot of
information has transpired from this parallel
negotiation, sources say the two countries have
not yet been able to resolve their differences.
Speaking to the House of Commons Trade
Committee on March 25th, Canada’s Chief
TPP Negotiator, Kirsten Hillman, said there
is a will not to have the negotiations languish.
“I think that we see in trade negotiations,
if we let them slow too much, people lose
the incentive to make the choices needed to
be made to bring it to conclusion,” she said.

For more details on trade negotiations, read the Geneva Watch newsletter, published regularly
at www.turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca/internationalTrade.
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Market Insight 
Spring Market Report

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada (AAFC) recently released their grain and oilseed forecasts for 2014. Yield, production
and average prices for wheat, corn and soybeans are summarised in the table below:
Production of Corn, Wheat and Soybeans in the United States and Canada
2012/2013 to 2014/2015(forecast) - metric units
United States
Yield
Production
(tonnes/
(million
hectare)
tonnes)
Corn
2012/2013
2013/2014
2014/2015f
Wheat (except Durum)
2012/2013
2013/2014
2014/2015f
Soybeans
2012/2013
2013/2014
2014/2015f

Canada
Yield
Production Average Price
(tonnes/
(million
(CDN$/tonne)
hectare)
tonnes)

7.75
9.97
10.39

273.8
353.7
362.2

9.21
9.59
9.17

13.1
14.2
12.7

$257
$155-$185
$140-$170

3.14
3.18
3.09

59.4
56.3
58.4

2.96
3.67
3.09

22.6
31.0
24.4

$285
$185-215
$195-225

Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea
(PED)
At the time of writing, PED was
having a marked impact on the
North American pork market. For
example:
•

•

•
2.68
2.91
3.04

82.6
89.5
94.7

3.03
2.86
2.72

5.1
5.2
4.9

$532
$495-525
$450-490

Porcine
Epidemic
Diarrheadata,
(PED)the USDA expects 14.3 billion bushels (362.2 million t) of US
• Using
trend-yield

corn production in 2014, an increase of 2% from 2013. Given high carry-in stocks

•

In the week of March 14th, US
hog slaughter declined by 8%
from a year earlier due to a
lower supply of market ready
hogs.
A plant operated by Smithfield
Foods in North Carolina with
a daily capacity of 30,000 to
34,000 hogs had to suspend
production for a day due to a
lack of supply.
Prices for lean hogs on futures
markets have smashed previous
records.
A report published by
Rabobank estimated that US
pork production could decline
by 15 to 25% in the months
of August to October, when
compared to year earlier.

At the time
was havinglower
a marked
impact
on the North American pork market. For
and of
flatwriting,
ethanolPED
production,
prices
are forecast.
example:
 On the week of March 14, US hog slaughter declined by 8% from a year earlier due to a lower supply
• Due to phenomenal wheat yields and transportation problems in Western Canada,
of market ready hogs.
The full extent of the impact of
carry-out stocks are expected to be sharply higher than in previous years. In response,
 A plant operated by Smithfield Foods in North Carolina with a daily capacity of 30,000 to 34,000
this disease outbreak is hard to
Canadian
wheat production
acreage is expected
byof6%
in 2014. Prices are expected to
hogs
had to suspend
for a day to
duedecline
to a lack
supply.
forecast and difficult to fathom.
continue
be lower
than markets
in 2012/2013.
 Prices
for leantohogs
on futures
have smashed previous records.
Under current trends though, PED
 A report published by Rabobank estimated that US pork production could decline by 15 to 25% in
will reduce pork supplies and,
• theAmonths
late summer
heat-wave
reduced
the number
of pods
per plant across much of the
of August
to October,
when compared
to year
earlier.

US soybean crop, leading to speculation that the harvest would come in significantly

The fulllower
extentthan
of the
impact ofIdeal
this disease
is hard
to the
forecast
and difficult
fathom.
Under
forecast.
growingoutbreak
conditions
after
heat-wave
causedtopods
to fill
currentout
trends
though,
PED
will
reduce
pork
supplies
and,
when
combined
with
the
expected
tightening
exceptionally well, however, which resulted in average yields of 43.0 bushels/acre.
of beef US
supply,
Northproduction
American prices
will be sharply
higher
and forbushels,
some time to
soybean
is expected
to increase
bythan
6% in
inprevious
2014 toyears
3.5 billion
come. or 94.7 million tonnes, due to slightly higher planted area and yield.

when combined with the expected
tightening of beef supply, North
American prices will be sharply
higher than in previous years and for
some time to come.

Hunger Awareness Week 2014 — May 5-9, 2014
Turkey Farmers of Canada is proud to once again be supporting Food Banks Canada in raising public
awareness of hunger through Hunger Awareness Week. The theme of this year’s campaign is ‘Give
Hunger a Voice’ and it asks Canadians to “Raise your voice. Share your story.”
Almost 850,000 people in Canada are helped by
food banks every month; the goal of Hunger
Awareness Week is to eliminate the stigma
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CPRC Research Update
By Bruce Roberts, Executive Director
The winter 2013 Canadian Poultry Research Council (CPRC) Research
Update provided information on the Poultry Science Cluster (Cluster II)
funding application that CPRC submitted to Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada (AAFC) under the department’s AgriInnovation Program, an
initiative of Growing Forward II.

Several activities of a general nature (e.g.: vaccines for avian influenza and
necrotic enteritis, impact of biosecurity breakdowns) are relevant to turkey
producers and three are specific to the industry. The three turkey-specific
projects are:

On February 18, 2014, Agriculture
Minister Gerry Ritz announced $4
million of AAFC funding for the
Cluster at an event held at the
Arkell Research Station in Guelph,
Ontario. The AAFC funding
represents a significant portion
of the Cluster’s total budget of
almost $5.6 million, with industry
funding making up most of the
balance.

1. The impact of stocking density
on performance, health and welfare
of turkeys led by Dr. Karen SchweanLardner with support from Drs. Henry
Classen and Trever Crowe of the
University of Saskatchewan.
2. The influence of extreme
temperature on turkey physiology,
welfare and meat quality conducted
by Dr. Trever Crowe of University of
Saskatchewan. Dr. Crowe did a similar
transportation project for broiler
chickens in a CPRC co-funded project
completed in 2012.

The 17 research projects, called
“activities” for purposes of
the Cluster, will be conducted
by 59 researchers from 24
3. Determining the genetic
Left to right: Bob Guy (General Manager, Ontario Broiler Hatching Egg and
Chick Commission; Henry Zantingh (Chair, Chicken Farmers of Ontario);
organizations across Canada.
relationship between feed efficiency,
Minister of Agriculture, Gerry Ritz; Jack Greydanus (Chair, Canadian
These organizations include
production traits and greenhouse gas
Hatching Egg Producers); Roelof Meijer (Chair, Canadian Poultry Research
universities, federal and provincial
emissions in turkeys. This project
Council) at the funding announcement in Guelph, Ontario. Photo provided
government departments focused
will be completed as a cooperative
courtesy of Ontario Farmer.
on both agriculture and human
venture between Dr. Ben Wood of
health, and companies with
Hybrid Turkeys and Dr. Andy
an interest in poultry research.
Robinson, University of Guelph.
Each research activity is led by a
Principal Investigator from Canadian universities in Alberta, Saskatchewan,
Research activities range from two to five years in duration and are designed
Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec.
to enhance industry productivity and sustainability. CPRC, its Board of
Directors and member organizations are committed to supporting and
The research activities fall under four themes that include:
enhancing Canada’s poultry sector through research and related activities.
For more details on these or any other CPRC activities, please contact the
1. Poultry Infectious Diseases
Canadian Poultry Research Council, 350 Sparks Street, Suite 1007, Ottawa,
2. Alternative Animal Health Products and Management Strategies
Ontario, K1R 7S8, phone: (613) 566-5916, fax: (613) 241-5999,
3. Poultry Welfare and Wellbeing
email: info@cp-rc.ca, or visit us at www.cp-rc.ca.
4. Environmental Stewardship

New TFC Research Notes and
Turkey Farming Fact Sheets
TFC has posted a number of new Research Notes and Turkey Farming Fact Sheets on the TFC farmer
website at www.tfconfarmprograms.ca. These publications provide information about specific
turkey research projects and supporting information related to the TFC On-Farm Programs. The
access-restricted website also holds the electronic version of the TFC On-Farm Food Safety Program©
(OFFSP) and TFC Flock Care Program© (FCP). Farmers are requested to register on this website.
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TFC Partners with Tim Hortons for
28 Days of Tasty Wins!
In partnership with Tim Hortons, TFC ran a 28-day Facebook contest from January
13th to February 9th to promote the chain’s new Turkey Sausage Breakfast Sandwich.
Each day, a question about the new sandwich — or turkey in general — was posted
to the Tasty Turkey Facebook page to get Canadians thinking more about eating turkey
on a regular basis. One $25 Tim Hortons gift card was awarded daily to a randomly
chosen participant, while one lucky winner received the grand prize $500 Tim Hortons
gift card on the final day of the promotion.
Tasty Turkey received over 13,000 entries and 3,273 new Facebook fans over the
course of the 28-day contest.
The Tim Hortons Turkey Sausage Breakfast Sandwich will be a permanent addition to
the Tim Hortons menu, providing a lower-calorie, lower-fat option to the pork sausage
breakfast sandwich.

Social Media

At a Glance 
8, 354 Likes
2,175 Followers
69,277 Video views
139 Followers

Hunger Awareness Week 2014
Turkey Farmers of Canada is proud to once again be supporting Food Banks Canada in raising
public awareness of hunger through Hunger Awareness Week. The theme of this year’s campaign
is ‘Give Hunger a Voice’ and it asks Canadians to “Raise your voice. Share your story.”
Almost 850,000 people in Canada are helped by food banks every month; the goal of Hunger Awareness
Week is to eliminate the stigma associated with food bank use and build understanding that many people have, at some point in their lives,
needed a little extra help when misfortune has struck.
Canadians will be encouraged to turn up the volume on the topic of hunger by voicing their experiences and support through social media
using the #HungerWeek hashtag and by posting stories to the Hunger Awareness week story wall. TFC will also sponsor a Hunger Awareness
Week breakfast hosted by Food Banks Canada
in the Parliamentary Restaurant on Thursday,
May 8th, where parliamentarians and their staff
will be invited to discuss the solvable problem
of hunger in Canada.
To learn more about Hunger Awareness
Week and how you can be involved, visit
www.hungerawarenessweek.ca.
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Introducing
Tasty Turkey !
TFC launched its new consumer website
at www.tastyturkey.ca and
www.dindonsavoureux.ca in midFebruary.
The fresh, sophisticated site is fully
mobile responsive, making it easy for
consumers to view and find information
and recipes from any desktop computer,
tablet or mobile device.
Click and Browse!

www.turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca • www.tastyturkey.ca • www.facebook.com/tastyturkey
www.twitter.com/tastyturkey • www.pinterest.com/tastyturkey
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