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2014 Farmer Survey
In the spring of 2014, Turkey Farmers
of Canada (TFC) conducted a confidential
online survey of registered turkey farmers
across the country. The primary purpose of
the survey was to develop a comprehensive
profile of Canadian turkey farms (including
demographics, size, employment information,
economic characteristics, attitudes and future
plans), but the Agency was also looking to
develop a better understanding of the concerns
and on-farm challenges of turkey farmers today.
Results of the survey will be assessed as they
apply to Agency communications, priorities
and resource use going forward. Thank you
to all who participated!

Canadian turkey
farmers are
investing in their
farms:
68% of respondents have built or
substantially upgraded their operations
in the past 10 years (excluding quota),
with the average value of those upgrades
being upward of $585K.
45% plan to expand their turkey
operation over the next five years.

Canadian turkey
farmers care about
the environment:
84% have made, or are planning to
make, environmental improvements
to their turkey operation in the next
two years, i.e., enhanced manure
management, improved energy efficiency
and the utilization of alternate energy
sources.

Canadian Poultry and Egg Farmers Connect
with Canada’s Municipal Leaders
Turkey Farmers of Canada, Egg Farmers of Canada, Chicken Farmers of Canada and
the Canadian Hatching Egg Producers were at the Federation of Canadian Municipalities’
(FCM) 2014 Annual Conference and Trade Show in Niagara Falls, Ontario from May
29th-31st, to ensure that the link between strong agricultural sectors and sustainable
municipalities — large or small, urban or rural — is clear.
The joint industry initiative continued to raise awareness of the benefits of supply
management for the more than 1,800 attending senior municipal officials from across
Canada, including Mayors, Councillors and City Managers.
TFC Chair, Mark Davies, serves up Canadian turkey, chicken and egg hors d’oeuvres at the
poultry industry’s diner-inspired trade show booth.

Summer Meeting
Notes
TFC’s 239th Meeting was hosted by the Turkey
Farmers of New Brunswick in Fredericton, NB
from June 25th-26th. The main points of business
included:
•

Whole bird allocation was increased from
72.0 Mkg to 73.0 Mkg for the 2014/15
control period due to a forecasted increase
in disappearance.

•

The Further Processing (FP) request
template for the 2015/16 control period,
which will be used by turkey processors
to submit their FP requests and provide
details with respect to new further
processing activity, was approved.

•

Directors endorsed Health Canada’s
Draft National Strategy for the Control
of Poultry-Related Human Salmonella
Enteriditis Illness in Canada.

•

The 2014 Final Budget was adopted.

•

Progress reports were also provided on
a number of files relative to On-Farm
Programs, research, industry, government
and regulatory updates.

Thank you to the Turkey Farmers of New
Brunswick for hosting a successful meeting for
Agency members and attendees.
TFC’s June 2015 meeting will
be hosted by the Turkey Farmers of
Saskatchewan in Saskatoon.

Market Insight 
Summer Market Report

The Canadian turkey industry saw modest consumption growth during the
2013/2014 control period, which ran from May 2013 to April 2014. Domestic
disappearance of turkey meat in 2013/2014 was 149.9 Mkg, an increase of 3.2 million
kg over year earlier, and the second highest disappearance on record since 2008/2009.
Per capita consumption of turkey meat was 4.2 kg, a slight increase over last year.
To facilitate domestic consumption and exports, a total of 169.0 Mkg of turkeys
were used by the table market and further processing sector, the highest since
2008/2009, when 171.6 Mkg of turkeys were used. As disappearance of turkeys
exceeded production and imports, stocks of whole turkeys on May 1, 2014 were
17.3 Mkg, 1.1 Mkg lower than a year earlier.
By segment, 75.2 Mkg of whole turkeys were sold, a slight increase from the average
of the previous three years of 75.0 Mkg. The processing sector used 93.8 Mkg of
turkeys, an increase of 1.2 Mkg from 2012/2013, and 11.1 Mkg from 2011/2012.
The further processing sector generated an estimated 24.6 Mkg of breast meat (on a
boneless, skinless equivalent), up from 24.3 Mkg in 2012/2013 and 21.7 Mkg in 2011/2012.
As wings, drums and mechanically separated meat (MSM) account for the majority
of turkey exports, exports generally increase or decrease in tandem with changes in
further processing activity. Despite a modest increase in the volume of turkeys used
for further processing in 2013/2014, however, turkey exports declined by about
4%. After a period of rapid growth in exports in 2012/2013 and the first half of
2013/2014, export volumes in the last half of 2013/2014 decreased as domestic
demand for these parts increased.
Through a number of measures, 2013/2014 brought continued improvements
over 2012/2013, a year that also saw sharp improvements after a period of recessionreduced consumption and production from 2008/2009 to 2011/2012. Increased
consumption and lower inventories in 2013/2014 have left the industry in a good
position as it goes into 2014/2015.
2014/2015 Control Period
Target production for the whole bird market in 2014/2015 has been established at
73.0 Mkg, up 1.0 Mkg or 1.4% over 2013/2014. Combined with a further processing
allocation of 78.3 Mkg, 6.1 Mkg of allocations for the breeding sector and export
allocations of 24.2 Mkg, the total allocation for 2014/2015 has been established
at 181.6 Mkg. This represents an increase of approximately 2.0 Mkg compared to
2013/2014 or +1.1%.

Moving On

Laurent Mercier, Jr.
Laurent Mercier, Jr. stepped down from the TFC
Board in May 2014 after serving as the Director
for Les Éleveurs de volailles du Québec since 2012,
and the Alternate Director in 2011. During his
time on the TFC Board, Laurent was active on the
Turkey Research Resource Bureau (TRRB) and
also sat on the TFC Nominating Committee. His
contribution to Turkey Farmers of Canada was
recognized by TFC Chair, Mark Davies, at the
ÉVQ annual meeting in April.

Former ÉVQ Alternate, Calvin McBain, replaces Laurent as ÉVQ Director and
André Beaudet moves into his first term as Alternate.
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TFC and Food Banks Canada bring the
‘Voice of Hunger’ to Parliament Hill
Hunger Awareness Week is
a movement initiated by Food
Banks Canada to raise awareness
of the significant, but solvable,
problem of hunger in our country.
Each year during Hunger
Awareness Week, Food Banks
Canada, its provincial members
and food banks across the country,
hold events to tell the story of the
work they do, and the stories of
hungry Canadians assisted by
food banks. This year, the organization also challenged Canadians to
break the silence surrounding the issue by voicing their stories, concerns,
support and solutions for hunger on social media, and by contributing
to the organization’s online story wall at foodbankscanada.ca.
On Thursday, May 8th, Turkey Farmers of Canada helped bring some
of these stories to Parliament Hill by sponsoring a breakfast hosted
by Food Banks Canada, where more than 80 Senators, Members of
Parliament and their staff gathered to hear about hunger in Canada
and the work of Canadian food banks.

difference,” said TFC Vice Chair,
Bill Mailloux. “Turkey Farmers of
Canada is proud to partner with
Food Banks Canada to bring this
powerful message to Parliament
Hill”.
To learn more about Hunger
Awareness Week and how you
can be involved, please visit
hungerawarenessweek.ca.
Turkey Farmers of Canada has supported Food Banks Canada since
2009. Watch for news of our sixth annual Thanksgiving donation this
fall.

Did you know?
Almost 850,000 Canadians are
helped by a food bank each
month.
TFC Director, Calvin McBain (QC) and Vice Chair, Bill Mailloux (ON) at the
third annual Food Banks Canada Breakfast on the Hill.

PHOTOS: BLAIR GABLE

The event marked the third annual Food Banks Canada Breakfast
on the Hill in honour of Hunger Awareness Week, and the third year
Turkey Farmers of Canada has sponsored the event.
“Hunger is a significant issue in Canada and Hunger Awareness Week
challenges Canadians to talk about it and find ways to make a positive
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Trade Update
The Bali
Package
The WTO’s
Ninth
Ministerial
Conference,
held in Bali
at the end
of 2013,
concluded
with ministers
approving the
‘Bali Package’,
a selection of
issues from
the broader
Doha Round
negotiations.
The Package
consists of
ten decisions/
declarations
covering
trade
facilitation,
agriculture
and
development.
A Ministerial
Declaration
called for
a clearly
defined work
program on
the remaining
Doha
Development
Agenda
issues to be
concluded
by the end of
2014.

World Trade
Organization (WTO)
After a successful Ministerial
Conference at the end of 2013 (see
side bar), WTO members continue
to focus on implementing the political
commitments of the ‘Bali Package’ and
developing a work program for the
remaining issues of the Doha Agenda.
Implementation has been
progressing well, by most accounts,
particularly in the area of trade
facilitation (TF), where a legal review
has been completed. Extensive work
continues to help members with the
implementation of the TF agreement
and the other nine declarations of the
Package.
Progress on a work program has
been slow, in part due to a continuing
disagreement over the status of the
draft 2008 texts as the basis for
future negotiations. A battle between
developed and developing countries
over subsidies has been at the heart of
this debate, with the U.S. and other
developed countries arguing that
certain changes should be reflected
in the negotiations.
WTO Director General, Roberto
Azevêdo, for his part, has pressed
delegates to intensify the process in
developing possible approaches to deal
with contested areas of the so-called
‘tripod’ of core issues — agriculture,
industrial products and services.
Members will be actively engaged
throughout June and July to identify
which topics to prioritize next and
whether the negotiations should take
into account the new reality of the
global economy.

Source:
wto.org

Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP)
TPP chief negotiators last met
in Vietnam in May, followed by a
ministerial meeting in Singapore,
where representatives of the 12
Trans-Pacific Partnership countries
(Australia, Brunei Darussalam,
Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia,
Mexico, New Zealand, Peru,
Singapore, the United States and
Vietnam) primarily assessed the extent
of progress made at that time between
Japan and the United States.
Bilateral negotiations between
the two biggest economies in the
initiative remain at the heart of the
TPP negotiation process, as it is
commonly believed that a Japan-U.S.
agreement will set the benchmark for
what could possibly emerge from the
negotiations, particularly in the area
of market access.
As of early June, the two sides
had reportedly made some progress,
but still remained far from finding
a definitive solution on how to treat
Japan’s five sacred product categories
– dairy, rice, beef and pork, wheat
and barley, sugar and starch. U.S.
dairy farmers, in the meantime, have
threatened to oppose the pact if Japan
and Canada do not agree to accept
substantially more dairy imports.
In an interview with Reuters on
June 11th, Canadian Agriculture
Minister, Gerry Ritz, said it would take
a “sea shift” in thinking for Canada
to offer significantly more access for
TPP countries to its protected dairy,
egg and poultry industries. He also
highlighted some of the growing
challenges to completing the TPP
deal, noting that the United States
lacks congressional authority to sign
an agreement.
The next Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP) chief negotiators’ meeting is

tentatively scheduled for July 3rd12th in Ottawa, though the dates
and location had not been publicly
announced at press time. A meeting
at the ministerial level, which usually
convenes after a chief negotiators’
gathering, will only take place if major
progress is seen during the 10-day
working-level talks.

Canada-EU
Comprehensive
Economic and
Trade Agreement
(CETA)
More than eight months after
Canada and the European Union
announced they had reached a deal
in principle on the Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement
(CETA), technical negotiations
over a number of remaining issues
— including financial services,
investment protection and intellectual
property rights — continue to drag
on.
Though there has been much
speculation about when the
negotiations will be complete (with
some indicating that it could be as
early as July), most observers believe
a complete CETA deal is more likely
to be presented to EU member-states
in the fall of 2014.
Once the technical cleanup is
completed, the agreement must
be legally scrubbed and translated
into 20+ languages before it can be
voted on in Canadian and European
parliaments. Once ratified, doubts
remain about how long it might take
for the provisions of the agreement to
come into force, with some speculating
that it could be as long as five years.

For more details on trade negotiations, read the Geneva Watch newsletter, published regularly at turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca/internationalTrade.
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Meet TFC’s Tasty Turkey™ Champions
Michelle

Kelly

Celebrating our History
Timeline commemorates 40 years of TFC
In celebration of the Agency’s
40 anniversary, Turkey Farmers
of Canada has published a
commemorative timeline to tell
the story of the Agency, celebrate
the achievements of the industry,
and highlight the importance
of supply management to the
health of our sector.
The timeline was distributed
to members and industry
partners shortly following
the Agency’s anniversary in
February, and has since been
adapted for the TFC website.
Be sure to check it out at
turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca/about
under ‘Our History’.
th

TFC is pleased to announce that two
prominent Canadian food bloggers have been
engaged to act as Tasty Turkey Champions
in 2014.
Michelle Peters-Jones of The Tiffin Box
(thetiffinbox.ca), resides in Edmonton,
Alberta and Kelly Brisson of The Gouda Life
(thegoudalife.ca), resides in Ottawa, Ontario.
Both are prominent food bloggers with a
significant presence on the web and social
media.
Throughout 2014, these turkey champions
will each create a number of new turkey recipes
to feature on their blogs, as well as on the Tasty
Turkey website. They will also participate in
online Twitter chats to further promote the
use of turkey in everyday recipes.
Already, four fantastic recipes have been
added to tastyturkey.ca by our champions!
Kelly has created Honey Garlic Turkey Tenders
with Sweet and Smoky Dipping Sauce, as well
as a Poached Turkey Salad with Fennel, Kale
and Cashews. Michelle has crafted Spiced
Turkey Stuffed Rolls (Kheema Pav) and
Coronation Turkey Salad.
Go check them out and make these meals
for your family today!

Social
Media

At a
Glance 
8, 758
Likes
2, 431
Followers
71, 721
Video views
166
Followers
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CPRC Research Update
By Bruce Roberts, Executive Director

Challenges of On-Farm Trials
Many poultry producers have become
interested in on-farm trials to test research
findings in a commercial production
setting. While conducting research trials in
specialized facilities that mimic commercial
circumstances is one option, these facilities
are built specifically to test research results and
may not provide the variety of conditions that
would be found on commercial farms.
Research is designed to further the poultry
industry and ensure its long-term viability,
and trials on commercial operations are
important. However, on-farm research trials
require compromises on the part of the
poultry producer. Producers must be aware
of potential impacts on production and other
risks that might result, and be ready to discuss
how those risks will be managed with the
researcher.
Poultry producers commit to an on-farm
trial for the length of the research project.
Research is generally conducted by changing
one or a few production activities (e.g., feed
formulation, reduction in antibiotics, etc.)
and measuring how the changes impact the
research flock. The research flock is compared
to other flocks that are produced under the
farm’s normal system (control flocks). Changes
in flock management or other production
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activities (e.g., feed formulation, lighting,
etc.) cannot be made to either the research
or control flocks during the research period
without consultation with the researcher. Small
production changes need to be accounted
for in measurement of research impacts and
significant changes can completely derail the
project, leading to wasted money and effort.
Poultry producers who are interested in
taking part in an on-farm trial can take a
number of steps to ensure that their experience
is positive.
•

Talk to other farmers that have been
involved in on-farm research trials.
What was their experience?

•

Remember that researchers are not
commercial poultry farmers. While
they may be very knowledgeable
about poultry, few will have a good
understanding of how a commercial
poultry farm operates. Ensure that
communication goes both ways.

•

Make sure that research requirements
are clearly understood by management
and that staff are aware of their
responsibilities to the project.

•

Develop a clear risk-management plan
to ensure that problems are identified
early, the research team is quickly
made aware of a developing problem,
and the farm business is not unduly
damaged if problems occur. The riskmanagement plan should include
details of compensation if the research
trials cause negative financial impacts
on the farm business.

On-farm research trials are important
to proving the value of research discoveries
before they are adopted by industry as a whole.
Properly designed and managed trials will
help industry adopt discoveries quickly and
efficiently.
If you are a turkey farmer interested in
discussing an on-farm trial, please contact
Bruce Roberts at CPRC.
Canadian Poultry Research Council
350 Sparks Street, Suite 1007
Ottawa, ON K1R 7S8
Phone: (613) 566-5916
Fax: (613) 241-5999
Email: info@cp-rc.ca

Farm to Table

Following the Path
of Canadian Food
By Ron Bonnett, CFA President
For many Canadians, the purchase of a bag of potatoes, a loaf of
bread or some eggs at the local grocery store or farmers’ market has
taken on a new level of importance aside from what to serve for dinner.
That’s because more than ever before, Canadians are taking a vested
interest in learning about the food they are eating and, in turn, about
the agriculture and agri-food industry.
And this, of course, is an area of discussion that we at the Canadian
Federation of Agriculture (CFA) whole-heartedly encourage through
our various communication channels and campaigns.
Our latest such endeavour was a joint venture with Food and
Consumer Products of Canada (FCPC) to produce Farm to Table
magazine, which had its inaugural edition distributed this spring
through the Globe and Mail.
Created in response to the growing curiosity Canadians have in
knowing where their food comes from and how it ends up on the
shelves at their grocery store, Farm to Table provides readers with a
behind-the-scenes look at Canadian agriculture, while also educating
them on exactly how farmers grow food, how the industry handles
and processes it, and the role of the agri-food and food manufacturing
sectors in Canada’s economy. The name of the magazine says it all –
we’re hoping to help shed light on the farm to table process and players.
Recognizing that this is a very broad subject matter, we’ve strived
to address issues in a comprehensive manner and with grassroots
input. We are proud that our efforts have resulted in a consumerfriendly magazine that is designed to engage Canadians in a healthy
and proactive dialogue about food.
It is no secret that Canadians can proudly boast about the country’s
agriculture and agri-food sectors, which are known worldwide for
superior quality and standards. With Farm to Table, we hope to
heighten this sense of pride by sharing some of the remarkable stories
of innovators and contributors who are continuously working to
enhance our country’s food and agriculture landscape. One such piece
in our first edition examines and celebrates the ingenuity and passion
of young farmers; an important topic considering that currently there
are nearly 25,000 farm operators under the age of 35 across Canada.
The magazine also highlights relevant lifestyle topics, such as how to
reduce food waste, which Statistics Canada estimates as being worth
a staggering $27-billion annually.
Having received phenomenal response following the magazine’s
first issue, we are already busy at work preparing content for the next
print edition of Farm to Table, which will be distributed in November.
In the meantime, we’ll also be regularly updating the online edition
of Farm to Table – available at farmtotable.therac.ca. Be sure to check

back often for timely and topical articles, such as an upcoming piece
about the benefits of buying Canadian food products, and another
on innovative technology that has become a huge asset for farmers.
Make sure to follow the CFA (twitter.com/CFAFCA) and FCPC
(twitter.com/FCPC1) on Twitter for the latest updates on new articles, as
well as additional insights regarding how food is farmed and processed.
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Upcoming Events

Online this
Summer:

QQ July 16, 2014

QQ July 21-23, 2014

QQ September 17-18, 2014

Canadian Federation of
Agriculture (CFA) Tripartite
Roundtable with FPT Ministers
Winnipeg, MB
www.cfa-fca.ca

National Turkey
Federation (NTF) 2014
Leadership Conference
Washington, DC
www.eatturkey.com

TFC 240th Meeting
Toronto, ON
admin@tfc-edc.ca

QQ July 16-18, 2014

QQ August 22-24, 2014

Annual Federal-ProvincialTerritorial (FPT) Agriculture
Ministers’ Meeting
Winnipeg, MB
www.agr.gc.ca

3rd International Poultry
& Livestock Expo
Bangalore, India
www.iplexpo.com

QQ July 19, 2014
G-20 Trade Ministers’ Meeting
Sydney, Australia
www.g20.org

QQ September 9-11, 2014
Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show
Woodstock, ON
www.outdoorfarmshow.com

turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca • tastyturkey.ca • facebook.com/tastyturkey
twitter.com/tastyturkey • youtube.com/CdnTurkeyFarmers • pinterest.com/tastyturkey

Canadian
Turkey Stats
1974-2013
Look for TFC’s
Canadian Turkey Stats
1974-2013 online at
turkeyfarmersofcanada.
ca this summer. Updated
annually, the handbook
contains both current and
historical data on
the Canadian
turkey
industry.

© 2014 Turkey Farmers of Canada
Canadian Turkey Marketing Agency c.o.b. Turkey Farmers of Canada

