Page 2

Holiday Tradition

Trade Update

Page 3

Page 4

TFC
NEWSLETTER

Winter 2017
Volume 29, Issue 4

Weight Watchers
Freestyle™

Unintended Consequences of
Canada’s Healthy Eating Strategy
Good Intentions Can Cause Consumer Confusion
Turkey Farmers of Canada (TFC) supports Health Canada’s goal to
make it easier for Canadians to benefit from education on healthy,
balanced meals. However, while the intentions are good, some of the
approaches recommended in Health Canada’s Healthy Eating Strategy
can have unintended consequences that may confuse consumers
trying to make informed, healthier choices.
The proposed updates to Canada’s Food Guide increase focus on
plant protein, implying a negative attitude toward animal products.
TFC has expressed our position to Health Canada that proteins from
all sources must be considered to achieve positive health outcomes.
While protein is found in a variety of food sources, it is especially high
in animal products such as lean and nutrient-rich turkey. Healthpromoting nutrients like iron and zinc are also better absorbed from
animal proteins compared to plant proteins.
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THE SITUATION IN CANADA

1 in 5 adults live
with chronic diseases
like heart disease,
cancer and diabetes

1 in 3 kids and 2 in 3 adults
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en
Some of these
diseases are now
showing up
in kids

EATING
vegetables and fruit
whole grains
plant-based proteins

Only 1 in 3
Canadians eat enough
veggies and fruit

REDUCES THE RISK OF
heart disease
type 2 diabetes
colorectal cancer

Too many processed or
prepared foods high
in sodium, sugars,
or saturated fat
INCREASE
THE RISK OF
heart disease
obesity

Only 1⁄3 of Canadians
eat plant-based proteins
like legumes, nuts
and seeds

Meals eaten
away from home
ARE OFTEN HIGHER IN

Over 1⁄3 of the calories
Canadians eat come
from these types of foods

Too many
sugary drinks

calories
sodium
sugars
saturated fat

Too much sodium

LEAD TO A
HIGHER RISK OF
obesity
type 2 diabetes
cavities

Only 1 in 6 grains
that Canadians eat
are whole grains

LEADS TO

1⁄3 of sugar consumed by

teens is from sugary drinks

CANADA—LET’S MAKE THE

#EatHealthyCanada

high blood pressure
heart disease
stroke

Canadians spend 30% of their
food budget in places like
restaurants, cafeterias
and vending machines

Canadians eat about
3400 mg of sodium
each day—more
than double the
amount needed

healthy CHOICE THE easy CHOICE!
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are overweight or obese

TFC has been working cooperatively with the Chicken Farmers
of Canada, Canadian Poultry and Egg Processors Council and the
Nutrient Rich Foods Alliance to advocate for recognition of highquality protein from animal food products as an important part of a
healthy and balanced diet. The release of the new Dietary Guidance
Policy will now be later than the anticipated Spring 2018 date, which is
a good sign that Health Canada is carefully considering input.
TFC has also shared our concerns with Health Canada about the
problematic proposal for front-of-package (FOP) food product
labelling. The FOP label would target three (3) specific nutrients –
sugar, saturated fat and sodium. The proposed symbols include a
stop or yield sign that may be alarmist rather than educational for
consumers. While labelling is an important way of helping Canadians
make healthier food choices, the proposed FOP oversimplifies and
T F C away consumers from important information on the
risks driving
Nutrition
N E Facts
W S LTable
E T T(NFT)
E R already on the back of packages.
Unlike the NFT, which contains extensive nutritional information
for consumers, FOP would reduce consumer attention with outof-context notices about three (3) nutrients – without regard for
any nutritional benefits a product might bring. Instead of helping
consumers make informed, healthier choices, this approach is likely
only to confuse consumers since no distinction between nutrient-rich
and nutrient-poor products would be made.
A final decision has not been made by Health Canada on the symbol
to be used on the labels. The design will be subject to further
consultations at a date yet to be determined.
TFC will continue to be part of the discussions with the Canadian
Federation of Agriculture, which is taking the lead in engaging
industry in advocating for a remedy to the potential problems with
FOP labelling. TFC will monitor the situation closely and provide
updates and insights into any actions and decisions as they occur.

Turkey Farmers of Canada is excited about the launch of Weight Watchers Freestyle™, a new program that builds on the highly successful
and effective SmartPoints® system by expanding zero Points® foods from fruits and vegetables to a list of more than 200 delicious, satisfying
foods including turkey, yogurt, eggs and more. This new program will give Weight Watchers members more flexibility to eat the foods they
love while still hitting their weight loss goals.
The Canadian Turkey brand is visible in the guide on the points reference page for the top generic foods – turkey, cooked breast, skinless
without bone is 0 points in the program.
Subway® also dials up delicious for Weight Watchers members when ordering out with a 6” 100% Canadian Turkey breast sub being only 6
points on the new WW Freestyle™ program.
Canadian Turkey is pleased to be associated with this major brand initiative.
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Make Canadian Turkey Part of Your Holiday
Tradition
TFC continues to engage Canadian consumers under the Canadian Turkey brand to raise awareness of turkey as a tasty,
versatile and nutrient-rich meat protein for special occasions and every day.
October was Canadian Turkey Month and we celebrated with weekly Facebook giveaways that generated a total of 16,783
contest entries and over 18 million contest hashtag impressions. The contest helped to propel subscriptions to Canadian
Turkey’s monthly consumer eNewsletter to over 18,000 recipients. This also drove engagement through social media channels
to support our Thanksgiving program. For this period, we developed and shared 5 new delicious turkey recipes. Find these at
canadianturkey.ca/featured-recipes.
New at canadianturkey.ca/resources are nutrition quick fact sheets to help consumers understand the benefits of incorporating
this power protein as part of a balanced diet. Just in time for Thanksgiving, we also posted our seasonal Thanksgiving Roasting
Guide with tips and tricks on how to prep and cook the perfect turkey. To round this out, we added a printed Cooking and Prep
brochure to our promotional materials, which is available on demand.
Support us by engaging in the conversation on Twitter (@Cdn_Turkey #TurkeyTraditions) or on Facebook (@CanadianTurkey),
as we share delicious new recipes to help celebrate the Holiday Season. Look for our Turkey Falafel Bites and delicious
Homestyle Turkey Tourtière to start off the round of parties. Stay tuned for a new traditional roast turkey recipe coming soon.

Don’t forget to check out our 8-part Turkey Basics video series. Prepping your Canadian turkey will never be easier! All recipes
and videos available at canadianturkey.ca.
Sign up for our Canadian Turkey monthly newsletter at http://www.canadianturkey.ca/e-newsletter/ and visit the website for
new features and tasty recipes.
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Trade Update

World Trade Organization (WTO)
Planning continued for the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference (MC11) in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and TFC Chair Mark Davies attended
the WTO Public Forum in Geneva from September 26th to the 27th. The December 10th to 13th MC11 had not concluded by Plume’s
production deadline, but an agreement by Agriculture Ministers on new trading rules dealing with domestic support (government
subsidies for agriculture) and a permanent solution to food security needs of developing countries seemed less likely than hoped for.
Consensus on these issues continues to be allusive despite countries being actively engaged in discussions in Geneva. The U.S. has yet
to name an ambassador to the WTO; continues to express a preference for bilateral over multilateral negotiations; and, appears less
supportive of the WTO’s international development focus which has been a key objective of the Doha Round negotiations.
This lack of engagement by the U.S. is challenging for a trade organization that functions by consensus.
Canada contributed CAD 100,000 to help developing and least-developed countries (LDCs) actively participate (e.g., travel,
accommodations, etc.) in the MC11.

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
Chair Mark Davies and senior agency staff were individually or collectively present at successive rounds of NAFTA renegotiations to
promote TFC’s position and maintain direct contact with key players.
The U.S. made its position on Canada’s supply management system clear with the U.S. Trade Representative’s updated negotiating
objectives released on November 17, 2017:
“Expand competitive market opportunities for U.S. agricultural goods in NAFTA countries, substantially equivalent to the competitive
opportunities afforded foreign exports into the U.S. market, including by eliminating remaining Canadian tariffs on imports of U.S. dairy, poultry,
and egg products.”
Canadian negotiators have made it clear to their U.S. counterparts that our supply management system is not subject to negotiation, and
the Canadian Government’s position to date has been firm:
“The federal Liberal government had said entering the talks it did not want to even discuss supply management, having promised to maintain
the system. Agriculture Minister Lawrence MacAulay said Monday: "I've indicated quite clearly that our government is going to fight to make sure
(supply management) stays in place. To deal with anything else is simply a non-starter." – Canadian Press, Oct. 17, 2017
Trudeau also reiterated his government's support for supply management systems in place for some farm products as trade negotiations
continue with the U.S. and Mexico. "We are very much focused on the fact that it's a system that works," he said. "We're not going to accept a bad
deal for Canada." – CBC News, Nov. 23, 2017
After 5 rounds of NAFTA renegotiations, some progress has been reported on noncontroversial matters such as digital trade, sanitary
and phytosanitary measures, telecommunications and customs. At this time, further negotiations are scheduled, respectively, for midDecember in Washington, and late January in Montreal. The tentative new deadline for conclusion of the negotiations is March 2018.
It is not clear what will happen if there is no agreement by then. Speculation is that either the negotiations will be put on hold pending
completion of the Mexican elections in July and the U.S. midterm elections in November, and/or the U.S. will withdraw from NAFTA.

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Agreement
Agreement on “core elements” of a revised text were reached by the remaining 11 parties [Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan,
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, and Vietnam] on November 10th. This new agreement, retitled the Comprehensive
and Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), suspends 20 provisions from the original agreement that reflected U.S. interests, but
does not alter the market access commitments made by Canada under the original agreement that included incrementally opening
turkey meat to a TPP tariff rate quota of 3.5 Mkg over six years, and increasing to 4 Mkg over the next 13 years. The key beneficiary of this
additional access will be Chile, which is a key turkey meat exporter. Chile exported 39 million kilograms of turkey worldwide in 2016, equal
to 34% of its production and was the source of 22% of Canada’s TRQ imports. Chile’s share of Canadian imports has been as high as 50%
(2007/08).
TPP11 members are expected to finalize the CPTPP early in the New Year.
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Ensuring a Strong Food Safety & Animal Care System
TFC is working to develop a new version
of the TFC Flock Care Program© (FCP)
using the National Farm Animal Care
Council (NFACC) Animal Care Assessment
Framework (ACAF) (www.nfacc.ca/
animal-care-assessment). This process
will align the TFC FCP with the new Code
of Practice for the Care and Handling
of Hatching Eggs, Breeders, Chickens
and Turkeys (2016). In addition, it is also
being used to add turkey breeders to the
scope of the TFC FCP, which will ensure
complete coverage for animal care on
turkey farms across Canada and for
all Canadian turkey meat entering the
market.
The ACAF outlines the steps necessary
to develop an Animal Care Assessment
Program based on the Code of Practice.
Utilizing the ACAF to develop the new
version of the TFC FCP will enhance the
transparency of the program by involving
a diverse range of stakeholders in its
development. The Program Development

Team includes turkey farmers
(commercial and breeder); auditors;
researchers; veterinarians; processors;
genetics companies; commodity
association staff; retail and foodservice
representation; and, animal welfare
group representation.
The ACAF Program Development Team
will continue to meet to discuss the
updates to the TFC FCP. The new version
of the program is expected in the first
half of 2018.
For a summary of the major updates
to the Code of Practice that will be
addressed in the new version of the TFC
FCP, please refer to the “New Poultry
Code of Practice” document on the TFC
On-Farm Programs Portal
(www.tfconfarmprograms.ca).
The costs associated with following
the ACAF process are funded through
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC)
under Growing Forward.

Third-Party Audits find TFC Flock Care Program©
Effective and Consistent
The first round of third-party audits for the TFC Flock Care Program© (FCP) have been completed. Third-party audits were initiated to meet the
need for transparency of implementation of the TFC FCP to retailers, restaurants, and consumers to provide further assurance that turkeys in
Canada are raised humanely and respectfully, and that the TFC FCP is an effective national standard to represent animal care on-farm.
Audits were conducted by qualified auditors from NSF Canada Agricultural Certification Company. These on-farm verification audits were done
on a statistically valid random sample of turkey farms across all provinces, in addition to the annual audits required to maintain a producer’s
certification under the TFC FCP.
It was concluded by NSF auditors at all the farms that:
1. The national Flock Care Program was implemented effectively and maintained on an on-going basis. Animal Care measures
were consistently applied.
2. No instances of willful acts of abuse were observed.
The next round of audits will be initiated in 2018.
The work of the selected farmers and the Provincial Boards in planning and executing the third-party audits is commended.
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Move to Prescription Required for Medically Important
Antimicrobials
As of December 1, 2018, a veterinary prescription will be required by farmers in order to use medically important antimicrobials. This change
is a result of regulatory and policy changes by Health Canada to promote the responsible use of antibiotics in animals to address the risk of
antibiotic resistance. At the same time, growth promotion claims will be removed from the labels of medically important antimicrobials and
responsible use statements will be added to the labels of these products.
Medically important antimicrobials include Category I, II and III antibiotics. Antibiotic categorization was done by Health Canada based on
their importance in human medicine (Categories I to IV), with Category I antibiotics considered of highest importance. Category IV antibiotics
are not used in human medicine.
The move towards prescription-required status means that these medications will no longer be available over-the-counter. Farmers will only
be able to purchase medically important antimicrobials, with a prescription, from a veterinarian, a pharmacist or as a medicated feed from a
feed mill. As the changes are put in place, updated labels may be seen starting in early 2018 during the transition between old and new labels.
Farmers are encouraged to discuss the impending changes with their veterinarian or feed mill. More information, including a list of affected
products, can be found at: www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/antibiotic-antimicrobial-resistance/animals/actions/responsible-useantimicrobials.html#s.
The initiatives are in line with the turkey industry antimicrobial use (AMU) strategy that focuses on the reduction of antibiotic use in the turkey
sector. The strategy has set timelines to eliminate the preventive use of Category II antibiotics by the end of 2018 and Category III antibiotics
by the end of 2019. This builds on the discontinuation of preventative use of Category I antibiotics in 2014.
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CFA Update
CFA brings Recommendations on Tax and Trade to Parliament

Agriculture Minister Lawrence MacAulay
(right) and CFA President Ron Bonnett
(left) at the CFA Harvest Reception.

The Canadian Federation of Agriculture (CFA) board of directors gathered in Ottawa in late October for their annual fall Lobby Day and
Harvest Reception, a prime opportunity to highlight the industry on Parliament Hill. Board participants delivered a unified perspective on
Canadian agricultural priorities to over 40 MPs and senators from all parties.
“The Lobby Day this year was a great success. We got a warm welcome at each of our meetings, and MPs were responsive to our concerns in a
number of areas,” said Ron Bonnett CFA President. “They listened to our views and shared thoughts on what steps we can take for the future.”
An annual initiative, the fall Lobby Day helps keep agriculture issues top-of-mind for election officials and helps to develop relationships
between CFA members and policy makers. These relationships support future collaboration and lead to year-round opportunities to engage
and consult on a range of important topics.
This year’s Lobby Day topics focused on the Tax Planning Using Private Corporations proposals, NAFTA negotiations and TPP 11, as well as the
overall growth potential of the sector. The meetings also gave CFA a chance to talk about its efforts at the international level to ensure that
farmer views are heard during trade negotiations, as well as ongoing contact with both the American Farm Bureau and Mexico’s Consejo
Nacional Agropecuario. Officials were keen to learn about CFA’s policy expertise and insights on recent consultations.
Lobby Day activities kicked off with a Canada 150 Harvest Reception on October 23rd at the prestigious Sir John A. MacDonald building.
MPs, Senators, parliamentary staff and senior bureaucrats mingled with CFA members and other stakeholders as they commemorated this
year's harvest. Agriculture and Agri-Food Minister Lawrence MacAulay gave a speech highlighting the sector’s importance to Canada. He also
expressed appreciation for CFA as a valued partner in creating growth opportunities for agriculture.

Farm groups convince government to reverse course on tax proposals
When the Tax Planning Using Private Corporations proposals were introduced, CFA quickly analyzed the potential impacts to farmers. CFA
worked with several farm groups to commission a research study that compared various scenarios for different farm structures. Once it
became clear that severe consequences could be expected from the changes, CFA launched a grassroots advocacy campaign demanding a
rethink of the proposals. In addition, CFA raised awareness through the Coalition for Small Business Tax Fairness, a group formed through the
Canadian Federation of Independent Business.
CFA created an advocacy web page that provided farmers with speaking points and details on how to reach out to their MPs. This campaign,
combined with those run by other organizations, was instrumental in influencing the government to announce changes, which saw Finance
Minister Bill Morneau cancel several parts of his plan.
“Farmers, we listened. We will not be moving forward with proposed measures to limit access to the Lifetime Capital Gains Exemption,” said
Minister Morneau via Twitter on October 16th, the day he announced that the government would revisit tax reform. CFA continues to be
vigilant on this file and is working with the Department of Finance to consider suggestions and offer feedback for future proposals.
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Update from CPRC
Canadian Poultry Research Council (CPRC) has been busy over the past while, particularly with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s (AAFC)
Science Cluster program, both the existing one, which ends March 31, 2018, and the new one that we expect to begin April 1, 2018. AAFC
will have provided approximately $4 million toward the Poultry Science Cluster, with the balance of funds mainly from the poultry
industry, for a five-year program that will have supported 17 poultry research projects with a total investment of almost $5.5 million.
Preliminary results of many of the cluster projects have been presented in CPRC updates in Plume, Canadian Poultry Magazine (CPM) or
in the research section of the CPRC website. Final report summaries will be posted to the CPRC website (www.cp-rc.ca) and submitted to
Plume and CPM.
CPRC and its members have been working on a proposal for a new Poultry Science Cluster for an expected funding announcement. It
is expected to be a part of the recently announced Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP), the federal-provincial-territorial agricultural
funding agreement. CPRC’s proposal-development process began more than a year ago and encompasses a broad range of poultry
industry partners, as well as CPRC’s member organizations, including Turkey Farmers of Canada.
CPRC, its Board and their support staff have reviewed more than 60 submissions for potential cluster projects and are working through
an extensive process to trim that down to those that address the industry’s current research priorities. The main priorities for the
pending cluster proposal are antimicrobial use and resistance (AMU/AMR), poultry welfare and poultry health. CPRC is also evaluating
projects from the present cluster that require more research, and evaluating those for inclusion in the upcoming cluster. These include
environmental, biosecurity and production research in addition to the main priorities identified for the upcoming cluster.
CPRC, in cooperation with Shayan Sharif of the University of Guelph, planned and co-hosted an invitational workshop on Smart
Agriculture. Smart Agriculture has many definitions but is described by some as the combination of Precision Agriculture and Big Data.
The 47 participants included CPRC Board members and their support staff; researchers; poultry producers; input suppliers; and, others
with an interest or experience in Smart Agriculture. The workshop objective was to identify potential tools for the poultry sector that
could improve efficiency, effectiveness and profitability for value chain members. The discussion also discussed what could be adopted
from other sectors or countries with little or no adaptation, as well as industry challenges and opportunities that needed poultry-specific
tools based on new research and development activities.
The Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC) was a major workshop sponsor and took an active part in the discussions.
Other sponsors included University of Guelph; CPRC member organizations; and, Gowans Feed Consulting. All of these organizations sent
representatives to the workshop who provided valuable input. A workshop report will be issued soon, summarizing the issues discussed;
participant opinion and recommendations; and, potential next steps for poultry-industry development and adoption of Smart-Agriculture
tools.
CPRC, its Board of Directors and member organizations are committed to supporting and enhancing Canada’s poultry sector through
research and related activities. For more details on these or any other CPRC activities, please contact the Canadian Poultry Research
Council, 350 Sparks Street, Suite 1007, Ottawa, Ontario, K1R 7S8, phone: (613) 566-5916, fax: (613) 241-5999, email: info@cp-rc.ca, or visit us
at www.cp-rc.ca.

TFC Contributions for Poultry Science Cluster
Preparations are underway for the next Poultry Science Cluster expected under the new Agricultural Policy Framework set to take effect in April
2018. TFC has been working with the Canadian Poultry Research Council (CPRC) and its member organizations on Cluster research priorities and
potential projects.
The Science Clusters are a five-year funding commitment and were introduced in Growing Forward and continued in Growing Forward 2. Clusters
bring a coordinated and collaborative approach to poultry research through cooperation on funding from industry partners and government
departments. The scale of funding and the length of the commitment allows for both basic research and more applied research.
TFC has agreed to contribute $100,000 to the Poultry Science Cluster for turkey-specific research projects. This is in addition to the base Cluster
funding of $67,500 TFC committed to the second Poultry Science Cluster and the base research contributions that will be redirected to the Cluster
from the 2017 and 2018 Call for Letters of Intent (LOIs) amounting to over $240, 000. TFC funding will focus on projects related to management
strategies to reduce antimicrobial use in turkey production and to turkey welfare.
CPRC member organizations are currently reviewing project proposals received for the Cluster and will determine which projects to include in the
final application to Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC), expected for early 2018.
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Market Insight 
Feed Update

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) and the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) outlook reports released in mid-November,
in general, reported good harvests and quality. For livestock
producers, the outlook for feed grain and protein meal prices is
positive for this crop year.

Corn

Canadian corn production in 2017 is forecast to increase 8% from
2016 to a record 14.3 million tonnes, as a result of the second
highest planted area and above average yields. Average Canadian
corn yield is pegged at 10.1 t/ha (160.9 bushels/acre), up from 9.96
t/ha in 2016. Harvest in Manitoba and Ontario is later than normal
due to a slow planting season and a cooler than normal summer
which slowed development. Despite the slow start to the crop,
yields have been good and the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) reports that quality is good with less
fusarium than in 2016.
Note: “Other” consists of barley, oats, rye and sorghum.

The 2017 U.S. corn yield is forecast at a record 11 t/ha (175.4
bushels/acre), which is about half a percent higher than last year’s
record. The U.S. corn crop is forecast at 14.6 billion bushels, the
second highest ever. For 2017/2018, the USDA projects the average
cost of a bushel of corn to be $3.20, down from $3.36 in 2016/2017
and $3.61 in 2015/2016.

Canola and Soybeans

Canadian canola production is forecast at a record 19.7 million
tonnes. The record planted area more than offset a drop in
average yield to 2.13 t/ha (38 bushels/acre)) from 2.41 t/ha in
2016. Harvested area is estimated at 9.24 million ha, up from
8.12 million ha in 2016.
Canadian soybean production in 2017 is forecast at a record
8.3 million tonnes, a 27% increase from last year’s record. The
increase is mainly due to a sharp increase in harvested area,
particularly in Western Canada which, this year, accounted
for 36% of Canadian soybean area. In 2017, the area planted
to soybeans in Canada was about twice that of corn, and the
third highest area of any crop, after canola and wheat (except
durum).
U.S. soybean production for 2017 is forecast at a record 4.4
billion bushels, up from 4.3 billion last year and 3.9 billion
just two years ago. Of the 4.4 billion bushels of production,
1.9 billion bushels are expected to be crushed domestically.
The record large supply of soybeans and crushing is leading
to an increased supply of soybean meal. For 2017/2018,
soybean meal is expected to sell for an average of $295 to
$335 U.S./short ton, down from $317 in 2016/2017 and $325 in
2015/2016.
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Wheat (excluding durum)

Canadian wheat production is estimated to have decreased by
5% in 2017 to 22.8 million tonnes, as a 1% increase in seeded
area was more than offset by a decrease in yields. Production
across the Prairies was down from last year due to dryness.
Grade quality is up from last year when wet harvest weather hurt
quality and made for a difficult harvest. Use of feed wheat in
Canada is expected to be about the same as last year.

Winter Meeting

TFC’s 252nd Meeting was held November 29-30 at the Holiday Inn Toronto International Airport in Toronto, Ontario.
Here are some of the business items from the meeting:
TFC adopted the recommendations of the Turkey Market Advisory Committee (TMAC) to establish the preliminary whole bird allocation
for the 2018/2019 control period at 63.0 million kilograms. The national further processing allocation was set at 83,877,082 kilograms.
TMAC was mandated to review the allocations based on the release of the January 2018 inventories, particularly with respect to the
whole bird allocation. For a variety of reasons, the domestic disappearance through Thanksgiving 2017 was not on par with 2016. Supply
was plentiful-to-long, but retail movement lagged. Given that and the persistent need to bring a reduction to frozen inventories, a
reduction on whole bird allocation of three million kilograms for 2018/19 was seen as a prudent, if unwelcomed, choice.
Leger Marketing presented results from focus groups held across Canada regarding turkey consumption. Availability of products in stores,
cooking time, and cost were identified as factors that significantly influence consumer decisions about purchasing turkey. The qualitative
research indicated that knowledge of how to prepare and cook turkey parts, more promotions to keep turkey top-of-mind, and more
recipes for turkey dishes would encourage more consumption. These findings are consistent with the results from previous surveys and
focus groups.
TFC also received an update from Drs. A. Agunos and D. Léger from the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC) on the Canadian
Integrated Program for Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance (CIPARS) on the surveillance results for 2013-2016. 2016 was the first year
of surveillance in turkey flocks across provinces. The full report is expected to become available in Spring 2018. CIPARS is an important
part of the ongoing focus on antimicrobial use as there continues to be emerging concerns about resistance. The information provided
annually by CIPARS is important as the TFC and member boards move forward with the elimination of preventive use of Category II and III
antibiotics by the end of 2018 and 2019, respectively.

TFC Staff Update
TFC is pleased to announce that Alan Sakach has joined our team as ManagerCorporate Communications.
Alan brings experience in communications and public affairs through his
experience as the Director of Communications/Parliamentary Affairs for the Office
of the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food; Communications Advisor for the PMO;
and, as the Director of Communications for the Office of the Leader of Ontario’s
Official Opposition.
Welcome to the team Alan!
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TFC 2018 Meeting Dates
MONTH

DATE
21

MEETING

LOCATION

March
22

TFC 44th Annual General
Meeting

Fairmont Château Laurier
Ottawa, ON

Turkey Research & Resource
Bureau (TRRB) 33rd Annual
Meeting
20

TFC General Business

June
21

TFC General Business

Alberta Turkey Producers
February 27, 2018
Red Deer, AB

TFC General Business
TFC General Business

2018 Provincial
Annual Meetings

British Columbia Turkey Marketing Board
March 1, 2018
Vancouver, BC
Manitoba Turkey Producers
March 6, 2018
Winnipeg, MB

Delta Guelph Hotel
and Conference Centre
Guelph, ON
(hosted by TFO)

Turkey Farmers of Nova Scotia
March 7, 2018
Greenwich, NS
Turkey Farmers of Saskatchewan

September

20

TFC General Business

Holiday Inn Toronto
International Airport
Hotel & Conference
Centre, Toronto, ON

March 15, 2018
Saskatoon, SK
Turkey Farmers of Ontario
March 23, 2018
London, ON

28

TFC General Business

November
29

TFC General Business

Holiday Inn Toronto
International Airport
Hotel & Conference
Centre, Toronto, ON

Les Éleveurs de volailles du Québec
April 17-18, 2018
Drummondville, QC
Turkey Farmers of New Brunswick
April 27, 2018
Fredericton, NB

Upcoming Events
2018 International Production
& Processing Expo
January 30-February 1, 2018
Atlanta, Georgia
ippexpo.com
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Canada’s Agriculture Day
February 13, 2018
The Westin Ottawa, Ottawa, ON
agriculturemorethanever.ca/cdn-ag-day/

National Turkey Federation
78th Annual Convention
February 21-24, 2018
Marriott Marquis Marina Hotel,
San Diego, California
eatturkey.com/meetings

TFC Annual Report to be Published
Digitally
Turkey Farmers of Canada is going electronic for our 2017 Annual Report, which will be posted on the
TFC website at www.turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca. Please note that the report will not be published in print.
As always, the formal report will provide our membership with a detailed overview of TFC activities;
developments in the industry and markets at large; future expectations; and, the financial details
supporting TFC’s work.
Keep an eye out for it in mid-March.

Turkey Farmers of Canada
Wishes You a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!
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© 2017 Turkey Farmers of Canada
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