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Looking to the Past and the Future
Message from Outgoing Turkey Farmers of Canada Chair Mark Davies
I have been fortunate to work with many dedicated people over several years. It has been
a privilege to face the challenges and opportunities of the turkey industry alongside an
effective board, diligent staff, and engaged provincial boards and partners across Canada.
We’ve been through a lot together, and have worked well in both good times and bad.
Looking back to 2007 when I began my first term as Chair, I am struck by the fact that in
every year since, the need to take both more proactive and reactive steps has increased as
issues and policies have been receiving a bigger profile. I leave my role as TFC’s Chair, after
11 years, full of confidence in an experienced and thoughtful Executive and Board who will
continue moving our industry forward.
Modern communication tools and methods are changing how everyone receives
information, presenting us with a challenge in competing for consumers’ attention. Cutting
through the clutter with strong marketing and communication will only increase in
importance as TFC continues to earn and keep public trust; weather the pressure on
supply management from aggressive trade negotiations; and, work to meet the
demanding pace of today’s marketplace.
TFC
NEWSLETTER

We have a great story to tell. Our product is tasty, nutritious and versatile. Canadian turkeys are raised consistently with
enhanced standards and practices and treated humanely, providing a safe, high quality food. That’s why 90 per cent of Canadians
want Canadian turkey. Meeting the challenge and opportunity to build on these prevailing attitudes and continue engaging
consumers throughout the year, beyond only the traditional festive occasions, is essential.
It has been a privilege for me to work with so many competent people pulling together to guide our sector. It has been an
unforgettable experience which I will always appreciate. I am grateful to have been able to chair the Turkey Farmers of Canada.
I wish everyone many successes as you raise and market turkeys, and as you work on behalf of Canada’s turkey farmers and
industry.
										Respectfully yours,		

Mark Davies

Meeting Highlights

TFC’s 253rd Meeting was held March 21st-22nd at the Fairmont Château Laurier in Ottawa, Ontario, in conjunction
with the 44th Annual General Meeting. Here are some of the highlights:
•

Following a recommendation from the Turkey Market Advisory Committee (TMAC), TFC reduced the whole
bird commercial allocation for the 2018/2019 control period by 2.5 million kilograms to reflect lower domestic
disappearance than the previous two years for the seasonal period of Thanksgiving and Christmas. The
national further processing allocation increased by 3 million kilograms, reflecting positive market information
and a further processing request. The higher than normal frozen breast meat inventory is expected to be
cleared over an extended period of time.

•

A presentation by a major Canadian retailer (Costco) provided a positive outlook for turkey meat in its stores.

•

Francis Drouin, Glengarry-Prescott-Russell MP and Member of Parliament’s Standing Committee on Agriculture
and Agri-Food brought greetings from the federal government and repeated Canada’s position of supporting
supply management.

•

Canada’s Chief Agriculture Negotiator Frédéric Seppey also attended and provided an update on NAFTA
negotiations, as well as encouragement to continue working with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada on
programming to reduce the harm of the Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)
agreement.

•

Elections for the Executive Committee were held following the Annual General Meeting. TFC is pleased to
announce the following:

Darren Ference of Alberta is the
new Chair, following two years as
Vice Chair.

•

Calvin McBain of Quebec has taken
the role of Vice Chair after serving as
Executive Member since 2015.

The establishment of the new Executive Committee marks the
departure of Mark Davies, who is TFC’s longest serving Chair after
11 years in the role. His service and commitment was recognized
during a luncheon, where he was also presented with a memory
book to commemorate his time with TFC.
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Brian Ricker of Ontario now fills the role of
Executive Member after serving on the Executive
Commitee in an ex-officio capacity.

Joint Annual Reception

Turkey Farmers of Canada and Industry Partners
Promote Supply Management Among Government
Decision-Makers in Ottawa
Canadian poultry farmers and industry partners raised awareness of supply management by meeting with federal
Members of Parliament, Senators and government staff at the Joint Annual Reception in Ottawa on March 21st.
The event was hosted by Turkey Farmers of Canada, Chicken Farmers of Canada, Egg Farmers of Canada and the
Canadian Hatching Egg Producers.
TFC’s outgoing Chair, Mark Davies, introduced Scott Brison, President of the Treasury Board. Mr. Brison, on
behalf of the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and the Government of Canada, addressed attendees at the
reception, expressing the government’s appreciation of the poultry industry and reaffirming support for supply
management.
Attendance was among the highest turnouts for the annual poultry reception.
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Consumer Communications

Canadian Turkey™ is
Tasty, Nutritious and Versatile!

Throughout 2018, TFC will continue to engage Canadian
consumers under the Canadian Turkey™ and Canadian Raised
Turkey™ brands to raise awareness of turkey as a tasty, nutritious and versatile meat protein for any
occasion and everyday meals.
Awareness of turkey parts will be promoted with “ask for it
in-store” messaging for everyday meal planning.
Strategic online-targeted marketing campaigns continue as
primary vehicles aimed to engage consumers in conversation
about Canadian Turkey™. There are a total of seven (7)
programs in 2018 (Nutrition, Spring, Summer/Grilling, Back to
School, Thanksgiving, Holiday and Ethnic).
Ongoing Initiatives include: Development of whole bird and
turkey cuts recipes; nutrition-focused blogs with our dietitian
of record, Shannon Crocker, MSc, RD; monthly contests;
eNewsletter distribution (22,500+ subscribers); partnerships;
and, event participation.
January and February saw the launch of our first influencer
program for 2018. With a focus on Nutrition, message pillars
for this program centred around getting “Back to Basics” with
cooking wholesome turkey at home.
The Spring program launched the week of March 12th and ran
until the end of April. Just in time for Easter! The focus was on
making whole turkey the centerpiece for occasions and casual
get-togethers, and planning ahead for turkey leftovers.
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Partnerships

Chefs Plate
TFC has partnered with Chefs Plate under the Canadian Raised Turkey™
brand to promote Canadian turkey. Chefs Plate is the only national meal
kit delivery service in Canada and delivers over 450,000 meals monthly.
The Canadian Raised Turkey™ logo and messaging will be evident on
the turkey wrapping with each meal kit. Chefs Plate inspired turkey
recipes are offered twice monthly with a brand new seasonal whole bird
offering starting in 2018.

Weight Watchers (WW)® and Canadian Turkey™
Canadian Turkey™ was featured in a dedicated email to WW®
members and in social media posts starting mid- March in conjunction
with Subway®.
Canadian Turkey™ will also be showcased exclusively in an
e-newsletter to WW® members along with social media posts in late
March. The e-Newsletter will focus on planning for leftovers; what to
do with leftover turkey; and, leftover turkey themed recipes around
Easter.
A second e-newsletter is planned for October ahead of Thanksgiving.
members and in social media posts starting mid- March in conjunction
with Subway®.

Subway® Canada
Early February featured a post on social media of a turkey sandwich
stop-motion animation video from Subway®, proudly displaying the
Canadian Turkey™ logo.

Talking Canadian Turkey™ is easier than ever!
Check out our 8-part “Turkey Basics: How To” videos at canadianturkey.ca.
Recipes can be found at canadianturkey.ca/featured-recipes and provincial extensions.
Recipe videos can be found at canadianturkey.ca/videos.
Sign up for our Canadian Turkey™ monthly newsletter at canadianturkey.ca/e-newsletter
and visit the website for new features and tasty recipes.
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Trade

Trade Update
World Trade Organization (WTO)
The status of WTO negotiations has seen little change since the 11th Ministerial Conference (MC11) in Buenos Aires
last December. The WTO is looking for a new chair of the Agriculture Negotiating Group to replace Stephen Karau
from Kenya who has stepped down.
Further agricultural negotiations are on hold until a replacement is found. On dispute settlement, the United
States continues to block the appointment of new judges until concerns it has with the current appellate body
(e.g., failure to follow WTO rules, disregarding deadlines, etc.) are addressed. This matter is becoming critical as
by September 2019, the body which requires three (3) judges to function, but normally has seven (7), will be down
to a single judge. Although options for addressing U.S. concerns are being discussed, no solution appears to be
emerging.

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
Chair Mark Davies, TFC Board members and senior staff were individually or collectively present at Rounds 6 and 7
of NAFTA renegotiations in Montreal and Mexico City to promote TFC’s position and maintain direct contact with key
players.
Negotiators made progress on the technical details of a revised agreement but, despite major discussions focused
on automotive content rules, dispute resolution and a five-year review clause, substantial differences remained.
Agriculture and supply management did not feature at these negotiating round tables, although the U.S. President
has indicated publicly on several occasions that NAFTA has been unfair to American farmers (most U.S. farm groups
disagree with the U.S. Administration in this regard).
New U.S. tariffs on imported steel and aluminum prompted speculation that the temporary exemption for Canada
and Mexico is a negotiating tactic designed to create pressure for a quicker deal more favourable to the United
States. Expectations are that the negotiations will be put on hold pending completion of the Mexican elections in
July and the U.S. midterm elections in November, and/or the U.S. will provide six (6) months notice of withdrawal
from NAFTA.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has noted Canada will not strike a deal that is disadvantageous:
“The negotiations are complex and challenging … I’ve said many times, we are not going to take any old deal.
Canada is willing to walk away from NAFTA if the United States proposes a bad deal. We will not be pushed around.
At the same time, we can remain confident about NAFTA,” he said, adding that if Washington walked away from the
deal it would be “extremely harmful and disruptive” to both the U.S. and Canada.”
- Reuters, February 2, 2018
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Trade Update
Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP) Agreement
The CPTPP agreement was signed March 9, 2018 and will possibly be implemented by early-to-mid 2019. The signatories
of Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam represent 494
million people and 14 per cent of the world’s economy.
The new TRQ equals an increase in domestic access of 71.1 per cent, which will be mostly filled by Chilean exports.
TFC Chair Mark Davies and senior TFC staff have met with Canada’s Ministers of International Trade and Agriculture to
discuss the degree of damage and mitigation measures such as the suite of programs that was announced under the
original TPP in 2015, but not announced under the new CPTPP.
The long-term implications of the CPTPP to the supply management sector as a whole are of great concern to the
five sectors. Each sector is different and so each needs uniquely tailored solutions. In particular, addressing border
circumvention issues such as the Duty Relief Program, the Import for Re-Export Program, and Specially Defined Mixtures
is needed to mitigate the impact of the CPTPP on turkey producers and jobs in the industry.

Mercosur
Canada’s government launched trade negotiations with the South American trade bloc of Mercosur the day after
CPTPP was signed. Mercosur is currently comprised of Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay (Venezuela was
suspended in 2016).
Exploratory talks began during the summer of 2017, but Canada has not publicly stated a desired timeline for the
conclusion of negotiations.

For more details on trade negotiations, read the Geneva Watch newsletter, published
regularly at turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca/industry-information/international trade.
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Market Information

Market Insight 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) recently released their
respective crop production and price forecasts for the coming crop year. The table below displays the actual production
figures and prices for the 2016-17 season, as well as the forecast production and prices for the 2017-18 and 2018-19
seasons for both the United States and Canada.
Combined North American production of the four major feed grains is expected to increase in 2018-19 by 0.7% to 407.1
million tonnes.
Corn, barley, oat and sorghum prices in 2018-19 are expected to remain in a similar range as the previous crop season.

Canadian corn production is forecast to increase in 2018-19 by 3% due to higher area and average yields. A high
domestic supply should result in a 45% decrease in imports and a slight increase in domestic use due to increases in
ethanol production, industrial use and livestock feeding. American corn production is projected to decline slightly due
to lower planted area and return to trend yield.
A slight increase in soybean prices is forecast for 2018-19. An increase in production is forecast to set a new domestic
supply record which should increase exports to a record number. Domestic processing of soybeans is also forecast to
increase.
A record production of canola is expected in 2018-19 which should help increase exports to a record 12.0 million tonnes.
With an increased world demand for vegetable oils and high oil content oilseeds, domestic crush of canola is forecast to
rise slightly as well.
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CFA Update
CFA AGM: Farmers set priorities to
build resilient industry

Canadian Federation
of Agriculture

Above, right to left: Parliamentary Secretary Jean-Claude Poissant,
Agriculture Minister Lawrence MacAulay, and CFA President Ron Bonnett.

International trade, transportation, climate change, mental health and government programs emerged as priorities
during the Canadian Federation of Agriculture (CFA) 2018 Annual General Meeting, held in Ottawa in late February.
CFA members heard keynote speeches and participated in discussions centred on the theme "Partnering for
Success." During his opening keynote, Agriculture and Agri-Food Minister Lawrence MacAulay highlighted the
productive relationship between farm organizations and governments, particularly on rapidly evolving issues such as
international trade. Farm leaders also heard from Agriculture and Agri-Food Deputy Minister Chris Forbes, who gave an
update of the Business Risk Management programs review process.
Delegates received an overview of international trade negotiations from Frédéric Seppey, Canada's Chief Agricultural
Negotiator, and heard an economic panel discussion featuring Murad Al-Katib, Chair of the National Agri-Food
Economic Strategy Table, and Craig Klemmer, Senior Agricultural Economist with Farm Credit Canada. Among the
other AGM speakers were John Barlow and Luc Berthold, the Conservative party agriculture critics; Alistair MacGregor,
the NDP's agriculture critic; and Dr. Lois Morton, of the North American Climate Smart Agriculture Alliance. CFA
members passed 42 resolutions that will guide its advocacy efforts in the coming year.
In a special session prior to the AGM, CFA held a symposium on mental health in agriculture. Attendees heard
from farmers, health and safety experts and leaders from several organizations that offer mental health support to
agricultural communities. CFA announced a new partnership with the Do More Ag Foundation that will introduce a
new award for best practices in mental health - the Brigid Rivoire Memorial Award - and a research fund to support a
stronger knowledge base in this area.

Agriculture receives little mention in 2018 Federal Budget

Farm leaders were generally underwhelmed by the 2018 Federal Budget announced on February 27, 2018, by
Finance Minister Bill Morneau. CFA is pleased that Budget 2018 includes moderate investments that will support the
agricultural sector, but is disappointed that the government hasn’t directly followed up on the vision from last year’s
budget, which set ambitious targets to grow the industry for the benefit of all Canadians.
In its pre-budget submission, CFA recommended a range of strategic options to expand the sector’s profitability and
competitiveness. However, agriculture and agri-food received relatively few mentions in the Minister’s speech and
budget plan.
CFA is pleased to see commitments that will modernize regulatory systems, recognize innovation, support the pursuit
of new markets, and allow more access to capital for women entrepreneurs. The continued focus on research and
innovation is also positive, and CFA looks forward to working with the government to better understand how Canadian
agriculture can benefit from various initiatives. On small business tax reforms, CFA is pleased that changes regarding
passive investment incomes have been further clarified. However, more time is needed to review the legislation with
more scrutiny. CFA will continue to monitor the activities of Canada’s agri-food economic strategy table and other key
initiatives launched in 2017 to ensure the $75 billion export target for agri-food and other growth targets are realized.

Public Trust Steering Committee meeting hosted by CFA

The national Public Trust Steering Committee (PTSC) met in Ottawa on February 5th for its annual in-person meeting.
Representatives from across the value chain enjoyed the opportunity to share knowledge and lessons learned on
building consumer relationships. Parliamentary Secretary Jean-Claude Poissant gave remarks on behalf of Minister
MacAulay and talked with PSTC members about the government’s approach to enhancing public trust.
Attendees also received an update from AAFC officials regarding the public trust component of the Canadian
Agricultural Partnership. As well, participants discussed and approved an annual workplan; explored funding
options for the network of agricultural public trust initiatives; looked at the needs and components of a big and basic
communications plan; and considered a potential name change. For more information, please contact the PTSC
National Manager Myrna Grahn at ptsc@canadian-farmers.ca.
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Upcoming Events
Les Éleveurs de volailles du Québec Turkey & Chicken Boards Annual
Meeting
April 17-18, 2018
Grand Times Hotel,
Drummondville, QC

It's here...

14th Annual North American Summit on Food Safety
April 17-18, 2018
Toronto Airport Marriott Hotel
Toronto, ON

Turkey Farmers of Canada's
44th Annual Report is now
online at www.turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca

Turkey Farmers of New Brunswick AGM
April 27, 2018
Delta Fredericton, Fredericton, NB
World Farmers Organization 2018 General Assembly
May 28-31, 2018
Moscow, Russia
Federation of Canadian Municipalities 2018
Annual Conference and Trade Show
May 31-June 3, 2018
Halifax Convention Centre Halifax, NS
CPEPC 2018 Annual Convention
June 3-6, 2018
Hotel Bonaventure Montréal
Montréal, QC
TFC 254th General Business Meeting
June 20-21, 2018
Delta Guelph Hotel & Conference Centre
Guelph, ON

Brought to
you by
© 2018 Turkey Farmers of Canada
Canadian Turkey Marketing Agency c.o.b. Turkey Farmers of Canada
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turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca
canadianturkey.ca

facebook.com/CanadianTurkey • twitter.com/TurkeyFarmersCa • twitter.com/Cdn_Turkey
youtube.com/CdnTurkeyFarmers • youtube.com/CanadianTurkey
pinterest.com/CanadianTurkey • instagram.com/CanadianTurkey

