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Downtown Diner Celebrates Canadian Food
Canada’s dairy, poultry and egg farmers
teamed-up on June 4th to host a 1950s style
pop-up diner on Sparks Street in downtown
Ottawa. The event was held to raise awareness
of the system of supply management and to
celebrate the high-quality food these farmers
deliver to Canadians every day.
Members of Parliament, Senators, Hill
staffers and the public enjoyed complimentary
breakfast and lunch sandwiches made with fresh
ingredients from supply managed farms. Dairy,
poultry and egg farmers were also on hand to
talk about how the stability provided by supply
management allows them to deliver a secure
supply of quality food, contribute meaningfully
to national and rural economies, and contribute
to the vibrancy of their local communities.
Donations in support of Food Banks Canada
were encouraged and accepted, with more than
$2,000 raised at the event.
“We’re happy to be here with our fellow
farmers to showcase the food we produce and
show our support for Food Banks Canada,” said
Turkey Farmers of Canada, Chair, Mark Davies.
“It’s a wonderful thing when the entire industry
can work together like this to make a difference.”
Research shows that 82 percent of Canadians
believe that supply management is good for
Canada, while 95 percent of consumers agree a
stable supply of safe Canadian food is important.

PHOTO COURTESY OF EGG FARMERS OF CANADA

Canadian poultry, egg and dairy farmers host #OttawaDiner in support of Food Banks Canada
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Food Banks Canada
@foodbankscanada

Having a great time at the
#OttawaDiner event. Thank
you for all the support!

Clockwise from top: Egg Farmers of Canada Chair, Peter Clarke (left), and Turkey Farmers of Canada Chair,
Mark Davies, serve sandwiches at the Downtown Diner in Ottawa; dairy, poultry and egg farmers were onhand to answer questions; a lunch line-up begins to form. More photos on page 2.
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Meeting Notes
TFC’s 242nd Meeting was hosted by the Turkey
Farmers of Saskatchewan from June 10-11, 2015,
in Saskatoon.

Meeting Highlights
•

The final, revised 2015 Budget was adopted.

•

As per the mandate given at TFC’s March
2015 meeting, the Turkey Market Advisory
Committee (TMAC) presented its case for a
year-end storage stock target level of 15.0
Mkg for whole birds. The target will serve
as a new component of TMAC’s existing
allocation forecasting protocol.

•

The On-Farm Programs Committee report
noted that the electronic flock sheet is
now available for producer use. As some
processors may not yet be set up to accept
electronic sheets, producers are advised to
check with their processors. Flock sheets
provided on paper remain valid.

•

As a result of restructuring in the Nova Scotia
turkey processing industry, the Nova Scotia
Board had requested special consideration
to treat its entire commercial allocation as
whole bird (WB) production; this request
was approved at the 242nd meeting. Nova
Scotia’s Further Processed (FP) reference
level will be reduced to zero in the TFC
Allocation Policy, and their WB allocation
will be adjusted accordingly. The necessary
revisions to the Policy and Nova Scotia’s WB
allocation will formally take effect for the
2016/17 control period.

•

The TFC Export Policy and Primary Breeder
Policy were amended to include a seven
control period retention provision for source
documents, paralleling the retention period
in the Multiplier Breeder Policy.

•

Directors agreed to proceed with the
development of a Canadian turkey national
brand, complete with a unique logo and
national website.

The Agency’s June 2016 meeting will be hosted by
Les Éleveurs de volailles du Québec in Quebec City.
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MP Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern
Shore) poses with TFC Chair, Mark Davies,
and his copy of The Farmers’ Times.

Egg Farmers of Canada Chair, Peter Clarke,
with MP Bev Shipley (Lambton—Kent—
Middlesex).

Downtown Diner ‘Ambassadors’ from Turkey Farmers of Canada, Egg Farmers of Canada,
Chicken Farmers of Canada, Dairy Farmers of Canada and the Canadian Hatching Egg
Producers with Food Banks Canada Executive Director, Katharine Schmidt (far left).

Chicken Farmers of Canada Executive Director, Mike
Dungate; TFC Chair, Mark Davies; MP Mark Eyking (SydneyVictoria); and, EFC Chair, Peter Clarke.

Serving the lunch crowd.

Market Insight 
2014/2015 Control Period Summary
Turkey production in the
recently completed May 2014 to
April 2015 control period was up
1.2 million kg from 2013/2014
at 168.9 million kg – the highest
production for the period since
2008/2009. Production closely
matched market demand, with
168.3 million kg of turkeys used
for bagging, the processing sector
and export. An estimated 76.4
million kg of turkeys were used
by the domestic bagged market
and 91.7 million kg was used by
the further processing sector to
fill demand for parts and further
processed products.
Domestic disappearance was
147.0 million kg, with 76.4 million
kg of whole turkeys sold, meaning
approximately 70.7 million kg
of parts and further processed
products were consumed.
Domestic disappearance in
2014/2015 was 2.8 million kg lower
than year earlier, but was still the
third highest on record. Per capita
consumption of turkey meat was
4.1 kg, a slight decrease from last
year.
2014 was a highly unusual year
in the U.S. turkey market. The
wholesale price of breast meat
was at a record high for much of
the year, which had a significant

impact on imports of breast meat
into Canada. In 2014/2015, 1.0
million kg of boneless skinless
breast meat was imported, down
from 1.9 million kg in 2013/2014
and 2.8 million kg in 2012/2013.
Several hundred thousand kg of
breast meat was also exported to
the United States.
2014/2015 marked a continuation
of the improved market conditions
that began in 2012/2013; prior
to that, there was a period of
recession-reduced consumption
and production that stretched from
2008/2009 to 2011/2012. Recent
consumption, restrained imports
and production closely matched to
market needs has left the industry
in a good position as it enters
2015/2016.

Outlook for 2015/2016
Control Period
Taking the noted adjustment
into consideration, production

US Breast Meat – Inventory and Prices
Boneless/skinless – Price: CDN $/kg – Inventory: millions of kg
Inventory - million kg - left axis
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from May 1, 2015 to April 30, 2016
is forecast at 169.2 million kg,
0.3 million kg higher than a year
earlier and 0.9 million kg higher
than the disappearance of whole
turkeys from May 2014 to April
2015. Breast meat imports from
the United States are expected
to be significantly below normal

2013
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once again, as a result of recordhigh prices caused by avian
influenza in that country. At this
point, and barring any unforeseen
circumstances, it appears that the
volume of turkey to be produced
in 2015/2016 should be adequate,
and is unlikely to be excessive.

Note: As production data is only available from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada on a weekly basis,
it is necessary that every control period be 52 or 53 weeks in length, start on a Sunday, and end on the
last Saturday in April of the following year. About once every six years, a 53-week long control period is
necessary and, as a result, four or five days of production at the start of the control period occur at the
end of April. As 2015/2016 is a 53-week period, it is important to note that 2.15 million kg of production
occurred in April 2015.

Online this Summer:

Canadian Turkey Stats
1974-2014
Look for TFC’s Canadian Turkey Stats 1974-2014
online this summer at turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca.
Updated annually, the handbook contains both
current and historical data on the Canadian
turkey industry.

Celebrating a Milestone
TFC would like
to congratulate
Corporate Services
Administrator
Cathy Lane, who
celebrated 15 years
with the Agency
this June.
Cathy provides
administrative,
reception and IT
services to the TFC
office.
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CPRC Research Update
By Bruce Roberts, CPRC Executive Director

Avian Influenza Virus (AIV) Research
The Canadian poultry industry has been focused on AIV since the current North American
outbreak began in British Columbia in December 2014. The virus has since been identified in
Ontario and has become close to an epidemic in some regions of the United States. Questions
have been raised regarding sources and methods of spreading the highly infectious virus.
Biosecurity protocols have been strengthened and appear to have contributed to containing
and eradicating the virus in British Columbia and controlling its spread in Ontario. However,
United States outbreaks were much more virulent and difficult to control than those to date
in Canada. Discussions of virus spread now include the possibility of airborne transmission,
an area that has not been researched thoroughly.
CPRC has been funding AIV studies since 2006 and has committed almost $520 thousand
to 11 research projects with total research budgets of more than $2.5 million. This research
has looked at a range of issues associated with AIV. The issues studied included:
•

Identifying the molecular determinants that confer a bird’s immunity to the virus
and the immune system cells that recognize these determinants. The project was
also aimed at determining the dynamics of immune system cells in response to
AI virus infection and the genetic pathways that control that response.

•

Three related research projects from the first Poultry Science Cluster investigated
adaptation of AIV from its natural reservoir in wild fowl to domestic poultry,
how avian influenza is transmitted to domestic poultry and the bird’s immune
response to AIV. These projects provided information that is important to
developing AIV controls and responses.

•

AIV vaccines are difficult to create because the virus is prone to change that
interferes with a vaccine’s activity. Researchers investigated the use of RNA
interference (RNAi), a natural mechanism present in many animals, including
birds, which can decrease the activity of specific cellular genes and has been
shown to serve as a natural antiviral response. This research could lead to
improvements in a bird’s natural immunity.

•

•

An ongoing series of projects have been moving toward the development of an
effective AIV vaccine and delivery system to provide poultry with broad protection
delivered efficiently and effectively. This research is being continued in CPRC’s
second Poultry Science Cluster and has already provided patentable results.
Present approaches to testing for exposure to avian influenza for the national
surveillance program are based on taking blood samples from birds and
sending them to a laboratory for analysis. CPRC is supporting research that will
evaluate a standardized test to use egg-derived immunoglobin for screening
of antibodies to avian influenza to avoid the stress and cost associated with
handling birds and taking blood samples.

CPRC and its member organizations will continue to support research on this important
threat to Canadian poultry production in its ongoing research activities.
CPRC, its Board of Directors and member organizations are committed to supporting and
enhancing Canada’s poultry sector through research and related activities. For more details on
these or any other CPRC activities, please contact: the Canadian Poultry Research Council, 350
Sparks Street, Suite 1007, Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7S8, Phone: (613) 566-5916, Fax: (613) 241-5999,
Email: info@cp-rc.ca, www.cp-rc.ca.
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TFC On-Farm
Programs Edits
TFC is in the process of finalizing revisions
to the TFC On-Farm Programs Farmer Manual.
The edits were approved by the TFC Board of
Directors at the 241st General Business Meeting
in March 2015 and have been reviewed by the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) to
ensure the TFC On-Farm Food Safety Program©
(OFFSP) continues to meet the Technical Review
requirements.
The program changes encompass:
•

The inclusion of the provisions of the
Canadian Ractopamine-Free Poultry
Certification Program (CRFPCP) as
non-mandatory elements within the
TFC OFFSP;

•

The addition of an On-Farm Euthanasia
Training Record template, related to the
TFC Flock Care Program© (FCP); and,

•

Edits to the Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs) to provide clarification
for a number of current program
requirements, based on feedback
received from farmers, auditors and
Provincial Turkey Marketing Boards.

The edits will be incorporated into the hard
copy and electronic version of the TFC On-Farm
Programs. Re-printed revision packages will
be available for distribution to farmers in the
coming weeks. The revised electronic program
files will be posted on the TFC farmer-only
website at www.tfconfarmprograms.ca for
download. This website also holds an online
library of TFC Research Notes, TFC Farming Info
Sheets, and other related information. Farmers
who have not yet registered on this website are
encouraged to do so.
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Trade Update
World Trade Organization (WTO)
WTO Director‐General Roberto Azevêdo provided an update on the
WTO negotiations to Trade Ministers at the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development’s (OECD) annual Ministerial Council
Meeting in Paris in early June.
The Director‐General stated that although recent negotiations have
led to in-depth discussions among WTO members, he is becoming
increasingly concerned that not enough progress is being made to
finalize the “work program” that is intended to guide negotiations
forward and result in a set of outcomes for Ministers to table at the
upcoming WTO Ministerial in Nairobi, Kenya this December.
The lack of progress stems from differing levels of ambition among
WTO members in terms of agricultural tariff cuts, market access and
reductions in domestic subsidies; and, by extension, the link between
agriculture and the other pillars of the negotiations (e.g. Non-Agricultural
Market Access, Services, Intellectual Property, etc.). Some countries are
looking to move away from the draft modalities that were tabled in
2008 and recalibrate expectations, while other countries want to keep
the revised draft modalities as they are. This is resulting in a stalemate
situation.
With wide gaps in positions persisting, advancing the talks remains
problematic without strong political guidance from WTO member
country capitals. However, with many of the key WTO players involved
heavily in other important free trade forums (e.g., TPP, U.S.-EU), the
WTO is not a key priority. Therefore, advancing the “work program” and
establishing the ground for a successful December Ministerial appears
as far away today as it has at any time since the last Ministerial in 2013,
held in Bali, Indonesia.

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
As reported in the last issue of Plume, negotiations to conclude the
TPP cannot enter the final stages until the U.S. administration (i.e., the
Obama administration) has received Trade Promotion Authority (TPA)
from the U.S. Congress (i.e., the Senate and House of Representatives).
On May 22nd, the Senate did its part and approved a bill to renew TPA
for three years, and reauthorize the Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA)
program (aimed at helping retrain workers if they lose their jobs due to
trade agreement impacts) for six years. The House of Representatives
then approved TPA on June 12th, but failed to gather enough votes to
pass TAA. This resulted in a significant dilemma, in that TPA and TAA were
packaged together by the Senate.
After considerable negotiations and political manoeuvring, the House
passed a standalone TPA bill on June 18th that must now be considered
by the Senate; this is expected to take place the week of June 23rd. The
Senate will also consider separate legislation extending TAA (coupled with
other legislation) in order to garner enough support for its passage. This
latter legislation will have to be sent to the House of Representatives for
approval, so that TPA and TAA can be sent to the President for signature
and enactment.
Due to these procedural hurdles in the U.S. Congress, the status and
next steps of the TPP negotiations are unclear. Reports are that Japan
is unwilling to enter the end game with respect to its negotiations with
the U.S. without U.S. TPA in place.
Though this latest setback will delay finalization of the TPP, negotiators
and governments have contributed too much time and resources to not
see the deal through to the end – whether it be later this year, or after
the next U.S. presidential election in November 2016. As a result, the
issues of importance to supply management will still be at play when
negotiations resume.

For more details on trade negotiations, read the Geneva Watch newsletter, published regularly at turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca/international trade.
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Visitors to the supply management booth at FCM 2015 (see story, page 5) enjoyed
food made with fresh ingredients from supply managed farms, including Eat in Eat
Out Magazine’s Moroccan Spiced Turkey Sliders.

Moroccan Spiced Turkey Sliders

Social Media
at a Glance
9,318
Likes

combined

3,169
Followers

98,197
Video views

Moroccan
Spiced Turkey
Sliders

245
Followers

Serves 4
INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS

2 boneless, skinless turkey breasts
4 pretzel buns, slit and toasted
Greens of choice

Turkey Breast:

Rub Ingredients:
2 Tbsp (30 mL) paprika
2 tsp (10 mL) sugar
1 tsp (5 mL) salt
½ tsp (2 mL) pepper
½ tsp (2 mL) ground ginger
½ tsp (2 mL) ground cumin
½ tsp (2 mL) ground cloves
½ tsp (2 mL) cinnamon
½ tsp (2 mL) allspice
½ tsp (2 mL) cayenne pepper (optional)

Asian Slaw:
4 Tbsp (60 mL) rice vinegar
3 Tbsp (45 mL) sesame oil
1 green apple, peeled and sliced into fine
matchsticks
1 carrot, peeled and sliced into fine matchsticks

Curried Mayo:
1/3 cup (75 mL) light mayonnaise or Greek
yogurt
½ tsp (2 mL) curry powder

1.
2.
3.
4.

Combine all ingredients (except turkey) in
a bowl to create a dry rub.
Massage the dry rub liberally all over the
turkey breasts.
Grill over medium-high heat until an instant
read thermometer reads 170°F (77°C).
Remove to cutting board and let rest for
5 minutes.

Asian Slaw:
1.

Combine mayonnaise or yogurt with the
curry powder.

To Make Sandwich:
1.
2.

Did you know you can sign
up to receive Plume by email
instead of by post?
Get your industry news
faster and help save paper
by emailing your name
and postal address to
info@tfc-edc.ca with the
subject line PLUME.

Combine rice vinegar and sesame oil in a
bowl. Toss with apple and carrot.

Curried Mayo:
1.

PLUME
Goes Digital

Thinly slice cold Moroccan spice-rubbed
turkey breasts. Set aside.
Assemble sandwich by spreading curry
sauce on the pretzel bun bottom. Layer
greens of your choice, slices of turkey, slaw
and top of bun.

Coming in our
Fall 2015 issue:
A status update on the
Code of Practice review.
TFC’s Thanksgiving 2015
donation and Buy One, Give
One campaign in support
of Food Banks Canada.
Details on a new in-store
Tasty Turkey co-operative
promotion with French’s
mustard.
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TFC’s 2014
Annual Report
is available
online
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Upcoming Events
QQ July 13-15, 2015

QQ September 5-9, 2015

Agricultural Institute of
Canada (AIC) Policy Conference
2015: Leading Innovation
and Sustainability
Ottawa, ON
www.aic.ca

CFA Summer Board Meeting
and FPT Roundtable (July 15)
Charlottetown, PEI
www.cfa-fca.ca

XXV World’s Poultry
Congress 2016
Beijing, China
www.wpc2016.cn

QQ July 17-19, 2015

QQ September 15-17, 2015

QQ September 24, 2015

QQ July 12-17, 2015

Canada’s Farm Progress Show
Regina, SK
www.myfarmshow.com

Canada’s Outdoor Farm Show
Woodstock, ON
www.outdoorfarmshow.com

TFC 243rd General Meeting
Toronto, ON
info@tfc-edc.ca

20th International Farm
Management Congress
Quebec City, QC
www.ifma20.org

e rs

@

ofca

QQ July 12-14, 2015
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TFC HAS A

NEW

LOOK
Visit our new and
improved website at

turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca
– Easier to navigate
– Mobile responsive
– More search features
– Live Twitter feed
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