Page 2

2016 Executive
Committee
& Board of
Directors

TFC Meetings
with Ag
Minister, Critics
Page 2

Page 3

TFC
NEWSLETTER

Spring 2016
Volume 28, Issue 1

Senate
Agriculture
Committee
Appearance

Farmers meet with MPs and Senators
at Annual Poultry Reception in Ottawa
Canadian poultry farmers and industry
partners met with federal Members of
Parliament, Senators and government staffers
in Ottawa on March 23rd at the Joint Annual
Reception hosted by Turkey Farmers of Canada,
Chicken Farmers of Canada, Egg Farmers
of Canada and the Canadian Hatching Egg
Producers.
The annual reception celebrates Canadian
food, helps raise awareness about supply
management, and highlights how the Canadian
poultry industry contributes to the Canadian
economy and local communities.
“We take great pride in the fact that we
produce some of the best poultry and eggs in
the world”, said TFC Chair, Mark Davies. “This
reception provides a terrific opportunity to
showcase our industries and talk to decisionmakers about how supply management keeps
our farms strong and allows us to invest in a
number of worthy Canadian causes.”
Under supply management, Canadian
poultry farmers work together to match what
they grow with what Canadian consumers
want and need. The system ensures a reliable
supply of safe, high quality Canadian food,
and allows farmers to earn fair returns from
the marketplace.
A slide presentation at the reception
highlighted the Canadian poultry industries’
support for a number of charitable causes,
including school breakfast programs, Food
Banks Canada, Swimming Canada and the
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Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, Lawrence MacAulay (second from left) is joined by (left to right):
Chicken Farmers of Canada Chair, Dave Janzen; Canadian Hatching Egg Producers Chair, Jack Greydanus;
Egg Farmers of Canada Chair, Peter Clarke; and, Turkey Farmers of Canada Chair, Mark Davies.

Forum for Young Canadians.
Minister of Agriculture, Lawrence MacAulay
(Cardigan–PEI), addressed the reception, noting
that the large turnout of parliamentarians
speaks to members’ appreciation of how
important poultry farming is to Canadians and
to Canada .
“Poultry farmers make a tremendous
contribution to Canada’s economy,” said Minsiter
MacAulay, “and I know how hard you work to
bring consumers healthy, high-quality products
each and every day.”

On the subject of trade, the Minister
committed to continuing to advance all
Canadian agricultural interests.
“The Government is fully aware of the need
for compensation for the supply managed
sector if TPP [the Trans-Pacific Partnership]
comes into force,” he said. “Regarding tariff
circumvention, [we]recognize the importance of
import controls for supply managed products,
and will continue to work on anti-circumvention
measures.”
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Agriculture Minister says Government fully supports Canada’s supply management system

Spring Meeting notesN
Turkey Farmers of Canada’s 42nd Annual General Meeting was
held on March 23, 2016, in conjunction with the Agency’s 245th
Meeting from March 22-23 at the Fairmont Château Laurier in
Ottawa, Ontario.

245th Meeting Highlights
•

Whole bird quota for 2016/17 was reduced by 2.5 million
kg (-3.41%) to address a significant lift in inventories (+18%
over 2015) and expected sales throughout the Easter
season.

•

Directors approved conditional allocation requests for
planned export marketings from Turkey Farmers of Ontario
and the Alberta Turkey Producers. Conditional allocation
was also requested and approved for Les Éleveurs de
volailles du Québec in November 2015.

•

Amendments to the TFC Export Policy were passed to
allow for improved performance of the Export Policy with
regard to thighs, drums, wings and residual parts (tails,
necks, giblets, skin, frames).

•

Directors agreed to move forward with broader stakeholder
consultations regarding the use of antimicrobials in turkey
breeding, hatching and grow-out.

•

The final draft revised Poultry Code of Practice was reviewed
and accepted by the TFC Board, following amendments
made after a public comment period in late 2015.
Publication of the final revised Poultry Code of Practice is
expected in June 2016.

•

FPCC Chair, Laurent Pellerin, updated TFC members on
the Council’s activities and outlined a number of Council
priorities going forward, including maintaining an open
and positive dialogue with stakeholders.

•

Representatives from Les Éleveurs de volailles du Québec
closed the meeting with an invitation to TFC’s 246th
Meeting, which ÉVQ will host in Québec City this June.

TFC Appearance before the
Standing Senate Committee
on Agriculture and Forestry
At the invitation of the Senate Standing Committee on Agriculture
and Forestry (AGFO), TFC Chair, Mark Davies, and Executive Director,
Phil Boyd, appeared as witnesses on February 14, 2016, in regard to the
Committee’s ongoing study on international market access priorities for
the Canadian agricultural and agri-food sector.
The meeting marked TFC’s second appearance with regard to the study
on international market access priorities (the first being in December
2014), and the second for representatives from Chicken Farmers of Canada
(CFC) and Egg Farmers of Canada (EFC), who were also called as witnesses.
At the Committee’s request, presentations focused largely on the TransPacific Partnership (TPP) and the impact the agreement will have on the
Canadian turkey, chicken and egg industries, respectively.
TFC and the other poultry groups used the opportunity to detail
the lost production and income that supply managed farmers will face
under the TPP agreement, and to stress the importance of appropriate
compensation and mitigation measures, including the resolution of a
number of long-standing issues related to border measures and TariffRate Quota (TRQ) circumvention.
Written submissions from TFC, CFC and EFC can be found on the
Senate Committee webpage at www.parl.gc.ca/sencommitteebusiness.

TFC Meetings with Ag
Minister, Critics
While in Ottawa this March, members of the TFC Executive
Committee held separate meetings with Minister of Agriculture
and Agri-Food, Lawrence MacAulay (Cardigan, Prince Edward
Island) and NDP Agriculture Critic, Ruth Ellen Brousseau (Berthier—
Maskinongé, Quebec) (pictured on front) to introduce the Agency
and discuss the priorities and concerns of the Canadian turkey
sector.

Annual General Meeting Highlights
•

Chair, Mark Davies, addressed TFC’s 42nd Annual
General Meeting, highlighting a number of key
events and “harbingers of change” that emerged in
2015, including the conclusion of the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) negotiations in October and a
growing focus on consumers’ acceptance, approval and
trust regarding how their food is produced. The Chair’s
full report can be found in TFC’s 2015 Annual Report at
www.turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca/publications.
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The TFC Executive Committee met with Minister of Agriculture,
Lawrence MacAulay, on March 23, 2016. Pictured here (from left to
right) are: TFC Executive Member, Rachelle Brown; TFC Vice Chair,
Calvin McBain; Andrea Lyon, Deputy Minister, Agriculture and AgriFood Canada; TFC Chair, Mark Davies; and, Minister of Agriculture
and Agri-Food, Lawrence MacAulay.

Turkey Farmers of Canada 2016

Executive Committee & Board of Directors
Following the Agency’s 42nd Annual General Meeting and Election of Officers on March 23, 2016, Turkey Farmers of Canada is pleased to announce
their 2016 TFC Executive Committee and Board of Directors.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Mark Davies
Chair
Mark Davies of
Centreville, Nova Scotia,
returns for his tenth term
as TFC Chair and 15th year
on the TFC Executive
Committee.

Calvin McBain
Vice Chair
Calvin McBain of SaintGabriel-de-Valcartier,
Québec begins his first term
as Vice Chair, after serving
as Executive Member from
October 2015.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Vic Redekop
British Columbia

Bertin Cyr
New Brunswick

Darren Ference
Alberta

Mark Davies
Nova Scotia

Jelmer Wiersma
Saskatchewan

Doug Hart
Canadian Poultry and
Egg Processors Council

Rachelle Brown
Executive Member

Rachelle Brown
Manitoba

Rachelle Brown of
Gunton, Manitoba,
joins the TFC Executive
Committee as Executive
Member.

Brian Ricker
Ontario
Calvin McBain
Québec

Michel Pépin
Canadian Poultry and
Egg Processors Council
Keith Hehn
Further Poultry
Processors Association
of Canada

Trade Update
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) text was released to the public
on November 5, 2015, and signed by Canada and the 11 other TPP
members on February 4, 2016, in Auckland, New Zealand.
Since the public release of the text, the Canadian government
has committed to holding transparent and open consultations with
Canadians. It is only following this consultation period, which is currently
underway, that the government will make its decision on whether or
not to ratify the agreement.
The TPP agreement enters into force 60 days after all parties have
ratified it in their respective legislatures. If all 12 countries ratify the
agreement by November 1, 2017, for example, the agreement would
take effect on January 1, 2018. If all parties have not ratified the
agreement within two years of signature, however, it shall enter into
force when six countries – two of which must be Japan and the United
States (accounting for 85% of combined GDP) – have ratified it.
A great deal of speculation abounds on whether or not the United
States – the driving force and key architect of the TPP – will be able to
ratify the agreement. With the Obama administration facing objections
from key House representatives and senators, it appears Congress may
wait until after the November 2016 presidential election to consider
the trade pact. This is creating additional uncertainty given that key
contenders to take over the White House have spoken out against the
TPP. Ratification may be possible after the November election, but

before the next president takes office in January 2017, but this is only
speculation.
Further details on the TPP’s implications for the Canadian turkey
sector can be found in past issues of Plume, available online at
www.turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca/publications.

Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA)
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) negotiations
between Canada and the European Union (EU) were concluded in
September 2014, but work has been ongoing on the fine-tuning of the
agreement, particularly the investment chapter.
On February 29, 2016, the two parties announced the completion of
the legal scrubbing of the Agreement. The announcement included a
decision to change the controversial investor-state dispute settlement
(ISDS) that was originally agreed to and set up a “permanent, transparent,
and institutionalized dispute settlement tribunal”, with a roster of 15
panelists appointed in advance by the parties. The tribunal also features
an appeal system and both parties have agreed to work towards setting
up a permanent multilateral appeal court for investment.
The revised agreement will now be translated into the EU’s official
languages and submitted to the EU Council and Parliament for approval.
continued on page 4...
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Trade Update

...continued
from page 3

Ratification by the EU Council is expected in June 2016 and by
Parliament no later than October. Assuming a similar ratification timeline
in Canada, the agreement could enter into force by mid-2017.

World Trade Organization (WTO)
After five days of intensive negotiations in Nairobi, Kenya, WTO
Members successfully concluded their 10th Ministerial Conference
(MC10) on December 19, 2015.
The “Nairobi Package” contains a series of six Ministerial Decisions
on agriculture, cotton and issues related to least-developed countries
(LDCs). These include decisions on public stockholding for food security
purposes and a special safeguard mechanism (SSM) for developing
countries, as well as a commitment by developed member countries to
abolish subsidies for farm exports – a decision Director-General Roberto
Azevêdo hailed as the “most significant outcome on agriculture” in the
organization’s 20-year history.
Under the Export Competition decision, developed member countries
committed to the immediate elimination of all export subsidies, with
the exception of Canada, Switzerland and Norway, who were given
until the end of 2020, so long as the products are not destined for LDCs.
The three countries fought hard for this exemption, as they continue
to provide subsidies for processed products, dairy products, and swine
meat. Developing countries will end their subsidies by 2018.
Other measures in the agreement include a framework for
international food aid and limiting the distorting effects of export
credits and state trading enterprises (STEs).
In their Nairobi Declaration, ministers cited the “pre-eminence of

the WTO as the global forum for trade rules setting and governance”
and noted that, although members “have different views” on how to
address the future of the Doha Round, there is a “strong commitment”
to advance negotiations on the remaining issues.
At a meeting of the WTO Committee on Agriculture in early March
2016, New Zealand Ambassador Vangelis Vitalis, Chair of the agriculture
negotiations, identified six broad areas where further work is required
as a result of the Nairobi Package and in order to move the overall
agricultural negotiations forward:
•
agreement on a special safeguard mechanism (SSM) for
developing countries and a permanent solution on public
stockholding programs;
•
the reduction or elimination of domestic support (i.e., production
distorting government subsidies);
•
market access;
•
new trade issues covering export restrictions, sanitary and
phytosanitary standards, private standards and bio-fuel
subsidies;
•
implementation of the December 2015 decision on Export
Competition; and,
•
the importance of negotiating across all of these areas as part
of the long-term objective of reforming agricultural trade.
Preliminary feedback indicates that members are leery to rush into
negotiations too soon, and that many are open to looking at new
approaches and ideas for advancing the talks. The next formal meeting
of the Agriculture Committee is scheduled for June 7-8, 2016, however,
informal brainstorming sessions are expected to be held in the interim
to discuss domestic support, market access, SSM and food security.

Upcoming Events
QQ April 20-21, 2016

QQ May 4-7, 2016

QQ May 31- June 1, 2016

QQ June 12-15, 2016

12 Annual North American
Summit on Food Safety
Toronto, Ontario
foodsafetycanada.com

World Farmers Organisation
(WFO) 6th Annual
General Assembly
Livingston, Zambia
wfo-oma.com/GA2015

Canadian Centre for Food
Integrity Public Trust Summit
Ottawa, ON
farmcarefoundation.ca

CPEPC 2016 Convention
Halifax, NS
cpepc.ca

th

QQ April 25-27, 2016
65th Western Poultry
Disease Conference
Vancouver, BC
conferences.ucdavis.edu/wpdc

QQ May 19, 2016
Further Poultry Processors
Association of Canada (FPPAC)
Annual General Meeting
Toronto, ON
fppac.ca

© 2016 Turkey Farmers of Canada
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QQ June 2-4, 2016
4-H Canada Annual Conference
& General Meeting
Calgary, AB
4-h-canada.ca/AGM2016

QQ June 15-17, 2016
Canada’s Farm Progress Show
Regina, SK
myfarmshow.com

QQ June 22-23, 2016
TFC 246th General
Business Meeting
Québec City, QC
info@tfc-edc.ca

turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca • tastyturkey.ca
facebook.com/TastyTurkey • twitter.com/TurkeyFarmersCa •  twitter.com/TastyTurkey
youtube.com/CdnTurkeyFarmers •  pinterest.com/TastyTurkey

Market Insight 
Spring Market Report
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) recently released crop production forecasts for the
coming year.
Final 2015 and forecast 2016 production figures for the major feed grains, wheat and oilseeds are shown in the following table for both Canada and the
United States. Combined North American production of the four major feed grains is expected to decline slightly to 393 million tonnes (t), as growth in U.S. corn
production is expected to be offset by a decrease in production of the other major feed grains. North American production of the major oilseeds is expected
to decline by 6.3 million tonnes, to 126.9 million.
Prices are expected to hold steady based on early forecasts, as can be seen in the summary table below.

North American Production of Grains and Oilseeds (millions of tonnes – CDN $/tonne)

2015

2016

U.S.

Canada

Total

CDN $/t

U.S.

Canada

Total

CDN $/t

346.8

13.6

360.4

$170 - $200

353.1

12.1

365.2

$170 - $200

Barley

4.7

8.2

12.9

$200 - $230

4.5

8.4

12.9

$190 - $220

Oats

1.3

3.4

4.7

$195 - $225

1.0

3.4

4.4

$205 - $235

15.1

$      190

10.4

10.4

$      179

Feed Grains
Corn

Sorghum
Total
Wheat (all types)

15.1
367.9

25.2

393.1

368.9

23.9

392.8

55.8

27.6

83.4

$200 - $230

56.1

29.2

85.3

$210 - $240

108.3

6.2

114.6

$390 - $430

103.0

5.8

108.8

$370 - $410

1.3

17.2

18.5

$460 - $490

1.3

16.8

18.1

$430 - $480

109.6

23.5

133.1

104.3

22.6

126.9

Oilseeds
Soybeans
Canola
Total

The USDA and AAFC noted the following:

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Globally, prices of grains and oilseeds are under pressure. In
Canada, low grain prices are being mitigated by the low value
of the Canadian dollar.
The outlook for poor returns for wheat and soybeans is helping
to increase U.S. corn acreage to 90.5 million acres (36.6 million
ha) in 2016 from 88.4 million (35.8 million ha) in 2015.
U.S. corn supplies for the 2016/2017 crop year are expected to
be record high and ethanol use is expected to remain steady at
5.2 billion bushels.
Canadian corn acreage is expected to decrease by 4% from 2015,
due to a larger area seeded to winter wheat in Eastern Canada.
U.S. soybean acreage is expected to decline to 82.0 million acres
(33.2 million ha) in 2016, from 83.2 million in 2015 (33.7 million
ha), due to lower forecast returns.

•

•

Strong competition from Argentina and Brazil is limiting growth
in exports for both corn and soybeans.
U.S soybean crushing is expected to rise by 1% due to higher
demand for soybean meal.
In U.S. dollars, soybean meal prices are expected to drop to a
10-year low of $280/short ton in 2016/2017, down from $290 in
2015/2016 and $490 in 2013/2014.
Wheat acreage (excluding durum) is expected to decrease
marginally in 2016, as increased plantings of winter wheat in
Ontario are expected to be offset by lower plantings of spring
wheat across the prairies.

2016 Census of Agriculture Coming
this Spring

Important changes
made to the 2016 online
questionnaire:

In early May 2016, farm operators will be asked to update Canada’s agricultural profile by
completing the 2016 Census of Agriculture questionnaire.The census will provide farmers, farm
organizations, policy makers, stakeholders, and citizens with relevant information about the
future of the Canadian agricultural sector and help them make informed decisions regarding
agricultural practices in this country.

•
•

Stakeholders

•

•

The participation of turkey farmers in the Census of Agriculture is an important factor in
obtaining new information at the local and national levels.
Accurate statistics give agriculture practitioners an understanding of where we’ve come from
and where we are now, and allow for a well-informed response to tomorrow’s farming challenges.

Policy Makers
The Census of Agriculture is the backbone of Canada’s agricultural statistics program. It identifies
trends, opportunities and challenges within the agricultural sector. Questions cover topics such
as land use, crops, livestock, agricultural labour, machinery and equipment, land management
practices, and farm finances. The breadth and depth of the census content renders it the most
definitive source of information on the agricultural sector, providing a rich source of data about
the realities of farming life in Canada.

Farmers
In early May, you will receive a letter with easy-to-follow instructions on how to complete
your Census of Agriculture questionnaire online. This user-friendly option will save you time by
automatically adding totals and limiting the questions to the ones that apply to your operation.
The questionnaire can be completed by anyone who is responsible for, or knowledgeable about,
the day-to-day management decisions of your farming operation. As required by the Statistics
Act, the information you provide will be kept confidential and used only for statistical purposes.
This May, add your voice to those of Canada’s turkey farmers by completing your Census of
Agriculture questionnaire!

Streamlined
Shorter and 30% faster to
complete than in 2011
Respondents are no longer
required to provide detailed
farm expenses
Automatically adds totals and
skips questions that don’t
apply to your operation

Completing your questionnaire
online is quick and easy:
•

•

Go to Statistics Canada’s
website at www.statcan.gc.ca
and select the online
questionnaire
Use the secure access code
you will receive in the mail in
May

As required by the Statistics Act, a
Census of Agriculture questionnaire
must be completed for every
agricultural operation in Canada.
For more information, please visit
the Statistics Canada website at
www.statcan.gc.ca.

