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Spreading the word about Canadian Turkey
Engaging and Inspiring Canadians to Think Turkey
The Turkey Farmers of Canada (TFC) actively engages Canadian consumers to raise awareness
and keep Canadian Turkey top of mind.
In July, we launched Keep on Grilling, phase 2 of our summer social media programs
featuring alternative turkey cuts for backyard grilling and turkey as a nutrient-rich meat
protein option.
We celebrated Canada’s 150th; running themed Facebook contests throughout the month of
July.
The beginning of June also saw Canadian Turkey reaching out to South Asian consumers via
social media, in a program that focused on creating awareness about Canadian turkey as a
nutritious alternative meat protein for the whole family.
Canadian Turkey partnered with Canadian Lentils on the Back-to-School program that
featured five (5) newly developed and delicious Canadian turkey and lentil recipes.

Granny’s promotes the Canadian Raised
TFC
Turkey brand on both their tray packs and new
NEWSLETTER
product lines.
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Partnership
Food Banks Canada
French's 				
Canadian Turkey

Turkey Farmers of Canada has partnered with Food Banks Canada for its 9th consecutive year with a $50,000 donation,
in addition to donations from British Columbia Turkey Marketing Board, Alberta Turkey Producers, Manitoba Turkey
Producers and the Turkey Farmers of New Brunswick.
This year, the partnership is being promoted through an in-store promotion with French’s mustards and Food Banks
Canada, and our Canadian Turkey brand. Displays in major grocery outlets (target 1,200 stores) across Canada will
be featured alongside turkey bunkers and in aisles commencing mid-to-late September through Thanksgiving. Buy a
turkey and receive a free bottle of mustard and we’ll donate a meal to Canadian families in need.
The promotion also features three (3) new turkey and mustard pairing recipes and will be promoted on French’s and
TFC’s Facebook page.

Fall Meeting
TFC 251st Meeting Highlights

On September 20th - 21st, TFC held its meeting in Toronto, Ontario. The schedule consisted of the first day for various
committee meeting discussions, with the second day being a full TFC Board meeting.
The meeting had a full agenda with reports being presented from all departments. The Turkey Market Review was
presented, as well as a presentation by J. Groenewegen, JRG Consulting Group, on Whole Bird Turkey Consumption/
Demand.
Here are some of the business items from the meeting:
The review of the TFC Commercial Quota Allocation Policy continues to advance. At the request of the Canadian
Poultry and Egg Processors Council, the Committee was expanded to include two (2) additional primary processing
representatives. This was done in order to expedite the review.
The TFC Board also agreed to conduct a full review of the Multiplier Breeder Policy through the Supply Policy
Committee. The later review will include a thorough consultation with breeder operators and hatcheries.
There are two (2) significant priority areas that have emerged through the work of the Research Committee: antibiotic use and animal welfare. The new federal-provincial Agricultural Policy Framework – known as the Canadian
Agriculture Partnership (CAP) – it is hoped, will continue the cluster funding programs present in the last two (2)
iterations of the Policy Framework. As a result, the TFC Board agreed to an additional $100,000 commitment from
reserves held for research initiatives to the Poultry Science Cluster, through the Canadian Poultry Research Council
(see the CPRC update below).
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Update from CPRC
Research has had an immense impact on poultry production over the past decades leading to changes in all parts
of the poultry value chain, from input suppliers through producers and processors, to retailers and the consumer.
Producers now raise their birds in ever-evolving housing with sophisticated electronic monitoring systems. Breeding
advances continue to gradually improve bird performance. Feed and other inputs are adjusted regularly during the
crop cycle to ensure efficient growth rates and costs so that Canadian consumers can enjoy one of the lowest costs of
food, as a percentage of income, in the world. Industry continues to provide consumers with safe and varied poultry
products to meet consumer and societal expectations. Much of the reason the poultry industry can do this is because
of past and present investment in poultry research.
The Canadian poultry sector has increased its involvement in research over the last decade, providing more funding
and ensuring that its research priorities are considered when research decisions are made. Industry funding support
is part of most poultry research presently conducted at Canadian universities and is becoming a larger part of research
conducted by government organizations, such as Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC). Funding is provided at
both the national and provincial levels and formal systems have developed to ensure that various parts of the poultry
sector are consulted when research priorities are established.
CPRC has been involved in poultry research since its creation in 2001 and has developed into an organization with
a relatively broad mandate including funding, liaison with universities, government and other industry members,
and administration of research projects co-funded by CPRC. CPRC has developed two (2) Poultry Science Clusters in
cooperation with national and provincial industry organizations, other industry members and governments that have
invested more than $12 million in poultry research over eight (8) years. This is in addition to CPRC’s annual call for
Letters of Intent (LOI) for research projects. Five-to-eight projects are approved for funding under the LOI program
annually.
CPRC is presently working with industry to develop a proposal for the next Science Cluster Program expected to be
included in the new Agricultural Policy Framework program under the tripartite agreement that will take effect April
1, 2018. Research priorities for the next Poultry Science Cluster have been gathered from our members, the four (4)
national poultry organizations (CHEP, CFC, EFC and TFC) and the Canadian Poultry and Egg Processors Council (CPEPC).
These organizations collect information on priorities from their provincial counterparts and pass them on to CPRC.
This information is used by the CPRC Board of Directors and its support staff to identify projects that will be included
in the Cluster proposal.
Some of the priorities identified to-date include:

•

•
•
•

Antimicrobial stewardship in all aspects of poultry production, taking into account usage that meets societal
expectations. This type of research is quite broad and includes supporting a bird’s innate immunity; antibiotic
alternatives; production system adjustments; enhanced biosecurity to reduce the incidence of disease		
introduction; and, so on.
Poultry welfare as a result of housing changes, management changes in the use of antimicrobials, 		
transportation and changes to feeding systems.
Poultry health is always a concern and research related to vaccines and other means of reducing the incidence
of disease outbreak is of interest.
Environmental stewardship research has been included in the previous clusters and is expected to be a 		
component of the next cluster. Climate change is an issue related to the environment within which the birds
are raised and housed. How will this impact the way birds are raised and the challenges the industry will face
in the future?

The turkey sector is concerned about the priorities identified above but has some other research questions. Much
of the fundamental research upon which turkey production standards are based is several decades old and may need
to be validated or amended based on new research. TFC is an important part of developing the next Poultry Science
Cluster and is well represented on the CPRC Board of Directors.
CPRC, its Board of Directors and member organizations are committed to supporting and enhancing Canada’s poultry
sector through research and related activities. For more details on these or any other CPRC activities, please contact
the Canadian Poultry Research Council, 350 Sparks Street, Suite 1007, Ottawa, Ontario, K1R 7S8; phone: (613) 5665916; fax: (613) 241-5999; email: info@cp-rc.ca, or visit us at www.cp-rc.ca.
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Protect Your Farm during Fall Migration
Wild birds tend to spread more disease during migration in the fall. Turkey farmers should be on high biosecurity alert due to recent
outbreaks of avian influenza across Europe and Asia, and the potential long-range spread of the virus.
•

The risk of exposure to avian influenza viruses increase in the fall due to:
-

the sheer increase in volume of migrating birds collecting in certain locations.

-

the attraction of migrating birds to farm fields to feed on their route south, and possible shedding of the avian influenza virus in
the fields. Fall harvest work may mean that either you or your tractor could bring the virus back to your barns.

-

the fact that the virus can survive for longer periods in cool and damp environments.

•

Anyone working in the barns on your farm could be carrying the avian influenza virus into the barns on clothing or themselves.
Reduce the risks by following biosecurity protocols every day to stop the virus from spreading to your flock.

•

Waterfowl are not the only species that carry avian influenza – some shorebirds, raptors and songbirds have tested positive for avian
influenza virus as well.

•

The TFC On-Farm Food Safety Program© (OFFSP) includes mandatory and highly recommended elements that can help reduce the
risk of avian influenza entering your flock, and it encompasses the biosecurity elements of the National Avian On-Farm Biosecurity
Standard. Especially during periods of wild waterfowl migration, it is highly recommended that turkeys be housed indoors to reduce
the risk of transmission.

For more information please visit the TFC On-Farm Programs Portal (www.tfconfarmprograms.ca).

AMU Update
Turkey Industry Strategy to Reduce Antimicrobial Use
There has been increasing national and global attention to the threat of antibiotic resistance, which has led to a number of initiatives from government and international organizations addressing antimicrobial use in animals. Recognizing
this, the Canadian turkey industry has been working towards a strategy for the reduction of use of antibiotics across
the industry, while ensuring the current options to maintain the health and welfare of turkeys remain available to
farmers.
The strategy has set timelines to eliminate the preventive use of antibiotics important in human medicine. In June
2017, the Turkey Farmers of Canada (TFC) Board of Directors, at their 250th General Business meeting, elected to
engage in a strategy to eliminate the preventive use of Category II antibiotics by the end of 2018 and Category III
antibiotics by the end of 2019.
To ensure the well-being of birds, the strategy will permit the use of all categories of antibiotics for treat- ment and the
use of ionophores (Category IV antibiotics: not used in human medicine) and chemical coccidiostats. The strategy is
an expansion of the current Category I initiative under which, in May of 2014, the Canadian poultry industry withdrew
the preventive use of Category I antibiotics. Antibiotic categorization was done by Health Canada based on their
importance in human medicine (Categories I to IV). Category I antibiotics are considered of highest importance.
A strong turkey industry reduction strategy is important to maintain and strengthen consumer confidence in Canadian
turkey and to meet the needs of processors, restaurants, and retailers. The turkey industry strategy builds on the work
of the turkey sector AMU Working Group, which brought together stakeholders to define a sector-wide strategy.
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Trade Update
World Trade Organization (WTO)
Although it was anticipated earlier in the year that there may be concrete action on domestic support (i.e., financial
government subsidies in agriculture) at the 11th Ministerial Conference (MC11) in Buenos Aires, Argentina in
December, this no longer appears to be the case. Significant gaps exist amongst the major WTO countries, including
Canada, on how to address the varying levels and type of government support that exists across countries.
With respect to market access, which is of critical importance to supply managed commodities, the common view
is that negotiations on this pillar of the agricultural negotiations will be postponed, as progress in agriculture is
intrinsically linked to progress in the services sector and non-agricultural market access.
At the time of preparing this update, it is anticipated that the focus of the WTO at MC11, as it pertains to
agriculture, will be to agree on a comprehensive workplan for the next two (2) years, with the organization focusing
on having concrete proposals on domestic support and market access by the time of the MC12 in December 2019.

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
Three (3) rounds of NAFTA renegotiations have been held to-date, with the fourth round scheduled for October
11-15, 2017 in Washington D.C. At this time, all three (3) countries (Canada, Mexico and the United States) are
diligently working to complete the renegotiation process by the end of December 2017. However, based on progress
to-date, the widely held view is that negotiations will likely slip into 2018 as it is a complicated set of negotiations
and, although at the half way point in the negotiation schedule, the U.S. has not yet tabled all of its demands (also
known as “negotiating texts”) for Canada and Mexico to consider and upon which to propose alternative text.
With respect to the agricultural matters, the three (3) countries have discussed text based issues such as definitions,
sanitary and phytosanitary measures and biotechnology. With respect to controversial matters such as market
access, it is anticipated this matter will be postponed until later in the negotiations, as is normally the case across all
the sensitive negotiating areas.
Current speculation is that the U.S. priority areas for renegotiation within NAFTA is not agriculture, but those areas
specifically raised by President Trump during the election campaign and by his administration, namely rules of origin
for automobile manufacturing; labour protections; dispute settlement; currency manipulation; and, government
procurement, all within the overarching protectionist objective of reducing the U.S. trade deficit.
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Agreement: With the collapse of the Trans-Pacific Partnership agreement, due to
the withdrawal of the United States in January, the remaining 11 parties [Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, Japan,
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, and Vietnam], have started to explore if there is a pathway
forward to a revised TPP-11 agreement. In this regard, Canada has initiated a public consultation process with
Canadians. Given the importance of trade to Canada with the Asia-Pacific region, this consultation and a potential
renegotiation of the TPP amongst the remaining 11 countries is not unexpected.
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CFA Update
CFA joins with American and Mexican farm groups in advocating for a “do no harm” approach to NAFTA

Journalists in Washington, D.C. hear
remarks from Consejo Nacional
Agropecuario President Bosco de la
Vega, CFA President Ron Bonnett, and
American Farm Bureau Federation
President Zippy Duvall.

CFA, the American Farm Bureau Federation and Mexico's Consejo Nacional Agropecuario joined forces in advocating
for NAFTA by sending a joint letter to their respective government officials. The presidents of the three farm
organizations also hosted a press conference in Washington, D.C. on August 16th to reiterate their calls that NAFTA
re-negotiations should aim to modernize the agreement, rather than dismantle it.
The CFA, AFBF and CNA agree that agriculture represents one of NAFTA's biggest success stories. Agricultural
reciprocal trade between the three countries has grown exponentially since the agreement was implemented more
than 20 years ago. All three presidents insisted on a “do no harm” approach to NAFTA in terms of agriculture, and to
focus on the need to build on the original agreement’s success by looking for ways to increase trade volumes.
They outlined that NAFTA discussions should seek:
1.
Increased and improved regulatory alignment.
2.
Improved the flow of goods at border crossings.
3.
Further alignment of sanitary and phytosanitary measures using a science based approach.
4.
Elimination of non-science based technical barriers to trade.
5.
Revisions that reflect technological advances since implementation such as digital trade, etc.

Farmers urged to contact elected officials about looming tax changes

On July 18, 2017, the federal government announced a raft of transformative tax proposals that may have severe
negative impacts on family farm corporations, particularly for multi-generational farms. In response, CFA developed
an advocacy initiative to provide key messaging in order for farmers to present unified concerns while communicating
with their MPs.
CFA urges all farmers to get informed and connect with their MP as soon as possible to ask for a new consultation
process, and to sign a petition requesting an extended consultation period, which is scheduled to end on October 2,
2017. The proposed changes would take effect Jan. 1, 2018.
As well, CFA joined a coalition of small businesses working together to press for a reconsideration of the changes.
Spearheaded by the Canadian Federation of Independent Business, the coalition released a joint letter to emphasize
their shared concerns. It was signed by more than 25 organizations representing a wide range of professional and
business groups.
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CFA Update

(cont'd...)

Pre-budget recommendations submitted to Commons finance committee

The House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance opened its annual pre-budget consultations in June 2017.
After discussing priority issues with its members, CFA prepared a submission focused on four priority areas. This
submission highlights recommendations calling for:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Funding that aligns with a long-term vision for agri-food growth
Tax policies to support both current and future farmers
Regulatory services that facilitate global competitiveness
Supporting vibrant rural communities

CFA continues to advocate for these recommendations leading up to the 2018 Federal Budget. For details on
the federal budget process and the complete submission, visit the Federal Budget section on the CFA web site.
http://www.cfa-fca.ca/issues/federal-budget-2017/.

Market Insight 

Market Report - Feed Update

USDA Soybean Meal Prices

USDA Corn Prices
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In its August edition of Outlook for Principal Field Crops, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) provided updates
on the outlook for the 2016/2017 and 2017/2018 crop years.
Overall, AAFC noted that (with some qualifications due to weather variation across the country):
•
•

production, supply, and domestic disappearance of grains, oilseeds, pulses and special crops increased 		
substantially in 2016/2017; and
high carry-out stocks from 2016/2017 will provide a buffer for 2017/2018, as production of several crops is
expected to decrease in the face of adverse growing conditions and decreased planted area.

2017 Canadian corn production is expected to increase by 3% to 13.6 million tonnes or 535.4 million bushels, despite
less than ideal growing conditions in Eastern Canada. Production is forecast to increase due to an 8% increase in
seeded area, and a return to average yields. AAFC expects the forecast corn price to range from $165-$195/tonne,
from $170-$180 in 2016-2017. This is largely driven by reduced production in the U.S. (6%) due to reduced acres
harvested and reduced yields as compared to 2016.
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Market Insight 

(cont'd...)

Canadian soybean production is expected to increase substantially in 2017 to 8 million tonnes (294 million bushels) from
6.5 million tonnes in 2016. The forecast production increase is due to an increase in harvested area to 2.9 million hectares
from 2.2 million hectares in 2016. In 2017, the area devoted to soybeans in Canada is the third highest after canola and
wheat, excluding durum. About 43% of the area seeded to soybeans was in Western Canada. Soybean prices in Canada are
expected to decrease to $410 to $450/tonne from $456 in 2016/2017. Soybean prices are expected to decline this crop
year due to the outlook for record high production in the U.S., expected to be a record 4.4 billion, bushels up more than
3% from 2016.
At this point in the year, the possibility of a large change in the outlook for North American grains and oilseed harvest is
becoming less likely and, as a consequence, the same holds for feed process.

Updates to OFFSP — Implementation Dec. 31
New TFC On-Farm Programs Edits
New edits to the TFC On-Farm Programs, dated June 2017, have been incorporated into the printed and electronic versions of
the farmer manual. The majority of the revisions are based on a review of the TFC On-Farm Food Safety Program© (OFFSP)
biosecurity requirements. The review was undertaken following the 2015 Avian Influenza outbreaks in North America, to
ensure the program continues to be in line with current scientific developments and on-farm practices.
Printed revision packages were sent to all Provincial Turkey Marketing Boards for distribution to farmers and auditors
in August. The updated electronic program version can be accessed through the new TFC On-Farm Programs portal at
www.tfconfarmprograms.ca. The target date for the implementation of the changes is December 31, 2017.
Farmers not yet registered on the new TFC On-Farm Programs portal are encouraged to do so, in order to take advantage of
the fillable form functionality of the TFC On-Farm Programs, as well as other valuable information posted on this site.

Upcoming Events
Grocery Innovations Canada
October 23-24, 2017
Toronto, ON
cfig.ca/grocery-innovations-canada/
Advancing Women Conference Women in Ag Conference
October 30-31, 2017
Niagara Falls, ON
advancingwomenconference.ca

TFC Winter Meeting
November 28-30, 2017
Holiday Inn Toronto
International Airport Hotel and
Conference Centre, Toronto, ON

Happy Thanksgiving
Brought to
you by
© 2017 Turkey Farmers of Canada
Canadian Turkey Marketing Agency c.o.b. Turkey Farmers of Canada

turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca
canadianturkey.ca
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