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Trade Update

Landmark Trans-Pacific Partnership
Agreement Reached in Atlanta
Trade ministers from Australia, Brunei
Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia,
Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, United
States, and Vietnam, announced October 5th that
they have successfully concluded negotiations
on the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) free trade
agreement.
The deal results in what the Canadian
government is calling “limited” new duty-free
access for supply-managed products. For
the Canadian turkey market, this amounts to
3,500,000 kilograms of additional access (or
approximately 2.38% of domestic consumption
in 2014), growing to 3,983,326 kilograms over
19 years. For the dairy, chicken, egg and broiler
hatching egg industries, the estimated new
access as a percentage of production equals
3.25% for dairy, 2.1% for chicken, 2.3% for eggs
and 1.5% for broiler hatching eggs.
Recognizing that these increases in market
access could cause significant disruption in
the domestic marketplace, the Government is
promising to invest $4.3 billion over the next 15
years in new programming to keep poultry, egg
and dairy farmers “financially whole” throughout
the implementation of the TPP. Full details on
the programming are not yet available and will
be developed post-election.
They have also committed to intensifying
on-going anti-circumvention measures to
enhance border controls and to excluding
supply-managed products from the Duties
Relief Program.
Over the coming days and weeks, Turkey
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Farmers of Canada will conduct a detailed
evaluation of the challenges the TPP agreement
will bring to our farmers and the sector
generally, as turkey production is displaced from
Canadian farms. The Agency will also undertake
a thorough assessment of the mitigating steps
offered to the Canadian supply managed
sectors as a result of the concessions made in
the negotiations.
Speaking from Atlanta following the
announcement of the final agreement, TFC
Chair, Mark Davies, commented on the outcome
of the negotiations:
“Although the additional access granted
to the Canadian turkey market will certainly

be challenging, the finalization of the TPP
agreement removes the cloud of uncertainty
farmers have been living with over the last
several years. We trust this will provide a stable,
predictable trading environment moving
forward, as the Government predicts.”
“The Agency remains committed to working
with the Government in the days and weeks
ahead to achieve the best results for Canadian
turkey farmers, their families, and Canada’s
rural communities under a strong supply
management marketing system.”
Please feel free to contact the TFC office
with any questions you have as a result of the
conclusion of the TPP negotiations.
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Meeting Notes
TFC’s 243rd Meeting was held on September 24th at
the International Plaza Hotel and Conference Centre
in Toronto, Ontario.

Meeting Highlights
•

The Further Processed (FP) allocation for
the 2015/16 control period was increased
by 2.0 Mkg following the review of a market
report from the Turkey Market Advisory
Committee (TMAC). The increase is intended
to ensure further processing needs can be
fully met during the control period. See the
TFC Market Report (page 6) for additional
context on this decision.

•

A work plan for the introduction of third-party
audits for the TFC Flock Care Program© (FCP)
was approved, with introduction targeted
for spring 2016. Third-party audits are one of
five principles for the FCP that were agreed
upon by the TFC Directors at their Business
Planning Session in September 2014.

TFC BOARD UPDATE

Vice Chair Bill Mailloux Leaves
After Nine Years on the TFC Board
Former TFC Vice Chair, Bill Mailloux, of Amherstburg, Ontario, has left the TFC Board
of Directors after more than nine years as a proactive advocate for the Canadian turkey
industry and supply management.
Bill joined the TFC Board in 2006 and became Vice Chair in 2010. He has represented
TFC on a number of Committees, including the national Avian Biosecurity Advisory
Council (ABAC), and has acted as TFC representative to both the National Farm Animal
Care Council (NFACC) and the Canadian Federation of Agriculture (CFA).
Bill will be greatly missed by the TFC Board and office staff.

A number of Committee meetings were also held
in Toronto the week of September 21st:
•

•

The Executive and Audit & Finance
Committees held their annual joint meeting
to look at priorities emerging for the coming
year, and assess these against budget
implications for the next fiscal year.
The TFC Supply Policy Committee met to
discuss a number of policy-related issues in
terms of reporting measures and the status
of new reporting mechanisms agreed to
earlier in the year.

•

The TFC Research Committee met to
review updates from the Canadian Poultry
Research Council (CPRC) and continue their
planning for an upcoming TFC Strategic
Research Forum in 2016.

•

The TFC Managers’ Committee met for a full
day to update each other on local priorities,
a number of administrative items, farm
program updates and status reports, avian
influenza readiness in the sector going into
the fall migration period, and marketing
initiatives.
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TFC Welcomes New Associate
Manager of Technical Affairs –
Science & Regulation
TFC is pleased to announce that Caroline Gonano has joined our staff as the Associate
Manager – Technical Affairs – Science and Regulation.
Caroline is a graduate of the University
of Guelph with a Bachelor of Science in
Animal Biology and a Master’s degree in
Animal Science – Nutritional Physiology.
She brings along hands-on experience in
a poultry hatchery, where she held various
responsibilities since graduation.
Caroline takes over the role of Associate
Manager – Technical Affairs – Science and
Regulation from Brittany Lostracco, who
left the Agency in September to attend
veterinary college at the University of
Guelph.
She can be reached at (905) 812-3140,
ext. 223, or by email at cgonano@tfc-edc.ca.
Welcome to the team Caroline!

A Happier Thanksgiving

Social media campaign celebrates & expands TFC’s 2015 donation to Food Banks Canada
Hunger is a complex issue, but
Turkey Farmers of Canada (TFC)
believes every food bank donation
helps improve lives. That’s why
we’ve partnered with Food Banks
Canada for the Turkey Farmers
Care campaign this Thanksgiving
season.
To give more Canadians an
opportunity to enjoy a wholesome,
nutritious meal this Thanksgiving,
we’ve donated $50,000 – the
equivalent of more than 41,000
pounds of turkey – to Food Banks
Canada. Additional contributions
from the British Columbia Turkey
Marketing Board, Manitoba Turkey
Producers and Turkey Farmers of
New Brunswick, mean that our 7th
annual donation will see more than
$52,000 distributed to rural food
banks across the country.
This year, to help spread the word
about hunger in our country and

give even more Canadians a reason
to be thankful at Thanksgiving,
we’ve also launched our first social
media ‘share campaign’. Each time
our #TurkeyFarmersCare graphic
is shared on Facebook, Twitter

or Pinterest, TFC will donate an
additional $1 to Food Banks
Canada, to a maximum of $2,000.
It’s just one of the ways turkey
farmers are giving back to our
neighbours and communities this

Thanksgiving. Join us and share
on Twitter, Facebook or Pinterest
starting September 28th!

A DELICIOUS PAIRING:

Thanksgiving
Turkey and
French’s
Turkey Farmers of Canada has
paired with French’s mustard
to create a pre-Thanksgiving
promotion in grocery stores across
the country this fall.
Displays of French’s mustards
will be set-up near the turkey
bunkers in participating retail
locations, where customers will
have an opportunity to take home
a recipe booklet featuring several
recipes for turkey and mustard
– both whole bird and leftover
selections. When customers
purchase a whole turkey and a bottle of French’s mustard, they’ll be eligible to get their mustard free with a
mail-in rebate offer.
TFC will support the promotion on social media in the weeks leading up to Thanksgiving, including hosting
a Facebook contest with 12 prizes of French’s and Frank’s hot sauce products. Results of the promotion will be
highlighted in the next issue of Plume.

Social Media
at a Glance
9,711
Likes

combined

3,417
Followers

100,692
Video
Over
views 100,000
views!

273
Followers
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Election

2015

THE CANADIAN

DELIVERING VALUE ON THE FARM AND BEYOND

Canadians head to the polls on October
19th to pick which party will lead our
country and bring the longest federal
election campaign in 143 years to an end.

Make Your Vote Count
Turkey Farmers of Canada encourages
all turkey farmers to be informed, to
be engaged and to vote in the federal
election.
Tool kits with resources to help turkey
farmers engage with candidates
during the election are available
through provincial turkey boards or
on the private TFC farmers’ portal at
www.tfconfarmprograms.com.

Poultry, Egg and Dairy
Farmers Sponsor Hill Times
Policy Panel on Agriculture
In advance of the upcoming federal election, Ottawabased political newspaper The Hill Times is hosting a series
of “Platform 2015” events to generate discussion on key
policy items they believe major parties should address.
On August 26th, the supply managed groups of
dairy, egg, hatching egg, chicken and turkey producers
sponsored an agriculture panel discussion focused on
food sovereignty and availability, and the importance
of agriculture in Canada. Moderated by Embassy editor
Carl Meyer, the panelists were: Canadian Agri-Food Policy
Institute President & CEO, David McInnes; University of
Toronto Professor and author, Grace Skogstad; Canadian
Federation of Agriculture President, Ron Bonnett; and,
University of Waterloo Professor, Dr. Bruce Muirhead.
Discussions highlighted the importance of the
sector’s economic impact, as well as the panelists’ shared
impression that agriculture has not been given proper
priority in the election to-date. Other topics of discussion
included: trade negotiations and Canada’s import and
export commodities; food quality and affordability; climate
change; and, assistance to developing countries.
Video of the event is available on The Hill Times website
at www.hilltimes.com/events/pf-2015-ag.html.
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TURKEY INDUSTRY

Trade Update
World Trade Organization (WTO)
The Doha Round of multi-lateral trade negotiations at the
WTO, which was launched in 2001, continues to falter. Despite
repeated attempts to move the negotiations forward, there are
very large gaps between what various WTO member countries
want out of the negotiations and what they are prepared to put
on the table.
This wide gap in positions is most evident between developed
(e.g., United States and Europe) and developing countries (e.g.,
India, China, Brazil and South Africa); and, within the two key
negotiating areas of agriculture and non-agricultural market
access (NAMA). Development issues are also contributing to the
lack of progress on issues such as cotton, duty-free-quota-free
market access for least developed countries, and Special and
Differential Treatment.
Weak and stagnant world economic growth may also be
making it difficult for countries to open up their domestic
industries to increased competition, at a time when there are
few growth prospects internationally.
In the case of agriculture, there is no consensus on the draft
rules text from 2008. In general, developed countries are looking
to reduce the ambition of the text, while developing countries are
aiming to maintain what is there and, if possible, increase it. This
lack of consensus in agriculture impacts the NAMA negotiations,
in that ambition in the former impacts ambition in the latter
and vice versa.
Senior government officials from the United States, European
Union, Brazil, Japan, China, India and Australia met in September
in the hopes of moving the negotiations forward, but the talks
remain deadlocked.
With prospects for a major outcome at the ministerial meeting
in Nairobi, Kenya this December lost, members announced in
late September that they will try to work toward a smaller, but
still “meaningful” agreement for the bi-annual meeting. Potential
deliverables for the ministerial are said to include “outcomes” on
export competition on agriculture, improved transparency in
several agreements, and significant steps on development and
least-developed country (LDC) issues, particularly with respect
to special and differential treatment.
Without significant movement in advance of the Nairobi
meeting, it is widely believed that WTO members may have to
acknowledge the failure of the round; an admission that has
been avoided since 2007, and which will be extremely difficult
for members to acknowledge.

For more details on trade negotiations, read the
Geneva Watch newsletter, published regularly
at turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca/international trade.

CFA Update

Bridging the ConsumerFarmer Divide
Social license is a term that can be difficult to define, as it often consists
of different concepts depending on industry, sector and commodity.
Generally, social license can be defined as the ongoing level of stakeholder
acceptance and approval for a particular project or industry to conduct
operations. Within an agricultural producers’ context, social license can
be defined as the ongoing level of acceptance, approval and trust of
consumers regarding how food is produced, and generally includes the
following themes and issues which are presented in no particular order:
Economics and Affordability; Environment; Labour ; Health; Biotechnology;
Animal Welfare.
It’s a topic that farmers are becoming increasingly familiar with. Now
more than ever, the agricultural industry is facing scrutiny, criticism and
value judgements across many areas, affecting its social license with
consumers. Without a doubt, agriculture needs to increase its social
license with consumers – an individual’s overall approval of how their
food is produced is going to affect their choices at the grocery store. But
where do we start? How do we meet these claims and perceptions when
we’re talking to a largely urban ‘audience’?
The Canadian Federation of Agriculture (CFA) formally began its
work on this topic at a roundtable with federal, territorial and provincial
agriculture ministers, where it brought forward a discussion paper on
the subject to begin the dialogue. It was recognized by all as an urgent
matter needing an action plan. It is CFA’s strong belief that Canadian
agriculture needs a concerted, broadly inclusive and transparent process
that brings together all stakeholders to begin to address the issues in
a meaningful manner. Social license can be defended by agricultural
producers and their organizations – and has been for some time – but to
build and maintain social license, a two-way communication is required
between producers, processors, retailers and consumers with a strong
role for governments to facilitate.
Social license can be difficult to build and can fall apart very easily if a
single practice loses its acceptability to consumers and significant media
attention is attracted, tarnishing the public’s perception of the industry
as a whole. But with an industry, value chain and governments working
towards the same goals and speaking from the same messaging, the
understanding and acceptance of Canadian agriculture should increase.
Social license will be one of CFA’s main projects in the months to come
– stay tuned for the call to join us in working towards a plan forward!
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Due to the lingering effects of the
AI outbreak, lower production is
expected in the US for the first
months of 2016, and lower than
normal imports can be expected
for the first few months of 2016.
In response to the situation and
the needed supply of breast meat
in Canada, the TFC Directors, at
their September meeting, made

a special one-time increase to
the quota for the remainder
of 2015/2016 of 2 million kg
eviscerated. The Provincial Boards
have been advised of the allocation
increase and will be working with
producers and processors to
respond to this situation over the
balance of the control period.

US Breast Meat Inventories and Wholesale Prices
Millions of kg and CDN $/kg
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could have reasonably been
expected when allocations were
set. In July and August of 2014,
Urner Barry reported that breast
meat was trading for $4.05 US/lb.,
more than double the price a year
earlier. As US breast meat was
expensive relative to Canadian
prices, the weekly use of TRQ and
import volumes were very low.
Around the middle of 2014, it
was expected that TRQ utilization
would increase and that almost all
of it would be utilized by year-end,
simply because this is what had
happened in the past. However, in
the fall of 2014, it became apparent
that importers would choose not
to use all of the TRQ. As a result,
more than 900,000 kg, or 16%
of the allocation, was unused at
year-end, something that had not
happened before.
Going into 2015, it was again
expected that close to 100% of
the TRQ would be used. However,
the outbreak and scale of the avian
influenza (AI) outbreak, particularly
in Minnesota, caught the industry
by surprise. US turkey production
in July was down 11% from year
earlier to 448 million lbs. For the
second half of 2015, the United
States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) expects turkey production
of 2.75 billion lbs., a decrease of 8%
from year earlier. As a result, UrnerBarry has reported that breast
meat price records have been
repeatedly broken this year. On
September 21st, breast meat was
reported to be trading in the US
for $5.75 U.S/lb. When converted
to Canadian dollars, it is clear why
TRQ utilization has remained low.
To September 26th, 3,544,059 kg
of TRQ was used, which is 15.5%
below pro rata (the average
amount that would be used/week
if the entire TRQ was used). It is
expected that a significant amount
of TRQ will again be unused in 2015.

2015

Weekly Use of Tariff Rate Quota
Cumulative as a % of Annual Amount Available
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Due to a number of unforeseen
market factors, such as lower
than expected placements and
production in 2014 and avian
influenza in 2015, this year marks
the second consecutive year of
unusually and unpredictably
low turkey imports, with all signs
indicating that lower than normal
imports will persist well into 2016.
Import predictability is one of
three pillars of supply management
that enables the other two pillars
(production management and
pricing mechanism) to function. If
imports are not largely predictable,
it is very difficult – and perhaps
impossible – to set domestic
production to meet market
demand.
Under Canada’s international
trade
commitments,
a
predetermined amount of turkey
is allowed to be imported into
Canada tariff-free each year. This
system is administered by the
Department of Foreign Affairs,
Trade and Development Canada
(DFATD). For 2015, 5,594,143 kg of
Tariff Rate Quota (TRQ) is available
for the import of tariff-free turkey.
In most years, almost all
available TRQ is used, mostly to
import boneless skinless breast
meat. The likely volume of annual
breast meat imports is considered
as part of the allocation setting
process.
The weekly usage of TRQ is
a good barometer of US and
Canadian market conditions.
Weekly TRQ usage rates vary for
a number of reasons, including
price differences between the two
markets. As the amount of TRQ is
finite, it can also be used to predict
the volume of imports that can be
expected in the remainder of a
calendar year.
Over the last two years, market
conditions in the United States
have led to lower imports than

Week #

FARM BIOSECURITY ALERT

Image property of Ducks Unlimited (www.ducks.org)

Protecting Your Farm During Fall Migration
Understanding North American Migration Flyways
Wild bird species that migrate every spring and fall each have different
patterns and migration timing. In the fall, some start their migration as
early as the first week of August, and some hang around until mid-late
October before finally departing for good.
In spring 2015, the Pacific, Central and Mississippi flyways (see map) all
reported avian influenza virus infections on-farm. All North American flyways
are anticipated to be affected during the fall migration. Your best plan is to be
prepared and follow strict biosecurity throughout the migration period.

The best prevention for avian influenza is a
robust biosecurity program.
The TFC On-Farm Food Safety Program© (OFFSP) includes mandatory and highly recommended elements that can help reduce the risk of avian influenza
entering your flock, and it encompasses all of the biosecurity elements of the National Avian On-Farm Biosecurity Standard. It is highly recommended
that turkeys be housed indoors, especially during periods of wild waterfowl migration, to reduce the risk of transmission of avian influenza.

Did you know?
•

There is a much higher incidence of wild
birds testing positive for avian influenza
virus in the fall, presumably from the current
year’s young birds newly acquiring the virus
over the summer. This may lead to a higher
risk for commercial farms in the fall.

•

Migrating birds are attracted to farm fields
to feed on their route south, and may shed
avian influenza virus in the fields while
visiting. Fall harvest work may mean that
either you or your tractor could track the
avian influenza virus back to your barns.

•

Anyone working in the barns on your
farm could be carrying the avian
influenza virus into the barns on clothing
or their person. Reduce the risks by
following biosecurity guidelines.

•

Waterfowl are not the only species that
carry avian influenza – some shorebirds,
raptors and songbirds have previously
tested positive for avian influenza virus
as well.

•

During migration, large numbers of
migrating birds will aggregate at certain
locations. As the sheer volume of wild
birds increase in your area, your risk
for exposure to avian influenza virus
increases.
For more information and updates as
warranted, producers are encouraged
to visit www.tfconfarmprograms.ca or
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s
website at www.inspection.gc.ca.

Draft Poultry Code of Practice Released for Public Comment
The Turkey Farmers of Canada, Chicken Farmers of Canada, Canadian Poultry and Egg Processors Council, Canadian Hatching Egg Producers
and the National Farm Animal Care Council are pleased to announce the launch of the public comment period on the draft Code of Practice for
the Care and Handling of Hatching Eggs, Breeders, Chickens and Turkeys. The public comment period allows stakeholders – poultry producers,
consumers and others with an interest in the welfare of poultry – to view the draft Code and provide input.
The draft Code and public comment system will be available at www.nfacc.ca/codes-of-practice from October 5 to December 4, 2015.
All farmers are encouraged to review the draft and provide comments, if necessary.
The Codes of Practice serve as our national understanding of farm animal care requirements and recommended practices. Codes are
scientifically informed, practical, and reflect societal expectations for farm animal care. Publication of the final Code is anticipated in June 2016.
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Upcoming Events
QQ October 22- 23, 2015

QQ November 3-4, 2015

QQ November 15-16, 2015

QQ November 18, 2015

37 North AmericanEuropean Union Agricultural
Policy Congress
Belfast, Northern Ireland
naeu2015.org

Forum on Canada’s AgriFood Future 2015
Ottawa, Ontario
canada2020.ca/events/caff15

G-20 Leaders Summit
Antalya, Turkey
g20.org

Canadian Poultry Sustainability
Symposium & Award
London, Ontario
agannex.com/canadian-poultrysustainability

th

QQ October 23-25, 2015
Food Bloggers of Canada
2015 Conference
Montreal, Quebec
foodbloggersofcanada.com/fbc2015

QQ November 6-15, 2015
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair
Toronto, Ontario
royalfair.org

QQ November 17-18, 2015
6th Annual Food Regulatory &
Quality Assurance Summit
Toronto, Ontario
foodregulationcanada.com

QQ November 25-26, 2015
TFC 244th General
Business Meeting
Toronto, ON
info@tfc-edc.ca

PLUME Goes Digital
Did you know you can sign up to receive Plume by email instead of by post? Get your industry news faster and help save paper by emailing your
name and postal address to info@tfc-edc.ca with the subject line PLUME.

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING from the

Turkey Farmers of Canada

TFC
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